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The Concert Exercise by Mr. Banta, given on 
another page, is to be republished by Mr. Eben 
Shute, 52 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 


Already the circulation of the Scholars’ Quarterly 
for the first quarter of 1878 exceeds 125,000, exclu- 
sive of copies sent as specimens ; and the orders for 
it are still coming in. 


True faith in God never lessens hard work. The 
believer rests on God for strength in work, not for 
release from work. A good illustration of this truth 
was pointed out by the Rev. S. W. Dana, in a recent 
sermon on King Asa’s prayer in the presence of his 
Ethiopian enemies: “ Help us, O Lord our God; for 
we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this 
multitude.” “Asa’s praying didn’t take the go out 
of him,” said Mr. Dana. Praying would be very 
poor business if it made a Christian less ready to go 
ahead in the path of duty. 





There is 4 temptation to think that aman after 
one’s own heart and a great man are interchange- 
able terms. Our own opinions seem wise in another 
man’s mouth. It is true that we must, toa large 
extent, be guided by our own opinion and con- 
science. But if the measure be warped its registry 
will be vitiated. There is a better test than one’s 
own personality to apply to a speaker, or a writer, 
or a worker ; it is that of the spirit and teachings of 


‘ about to travel to the Holy Land is told (in sub- 


or another’s word or work to the Master’s approval. 


A delicate touch of editorship appears on com- 
paring the English edition of Baedeker’s Syria and 
Palestine with the original German. The German 


stance), with naive and natural solicitude for his 
comfort and profit, that one of the fullest and best 
authorities on the history and geography of the 
localities he is to visit, is the Bible; and that he 
should by all means purchase and take one along. 
He is also informed where he can obtain a copy ; and 
especially that the British and Foreign Bible Society 
issue editions which can be carried in the pocket 
without adding much weight or inconvenience. But 
in the English edition no such paragraph appears. 
It is a happy thing to know the wants of one’s con- 
stituency and how to supply them. 


An army officer in the civil war rode a horse 
which knew as well as a human being when the bat- 
tle was impending. The approach of the conflict 
always gave the beast the keenest terror; he trem- 
bled in every nerve, and was apparently unable to 
stir. But when the battle was once begun, and he 
was urged forward into the thick of the fight, all 
trembling and hesitancy left him; his nostrils were 
proudly raised in air, and every motion was swift 
and fearless. So it is with some men in the Chris- 
tian life. They tremble at the thought of entering 
the church ; they feel themselves utterly unworthy 
to sit at the table of the Lord; their first words in 
the prayer-meeting are feeble and faltering. But 
the believer who is most timid at the outset often 
becomes the most fearless and the most useful of all: 
That very honesty of purpose and delicacy of action 
which harasses the would-be Christian with fears or 
his unworthiness, is transmuted into the power 
which, with the same feeling of personal humility, 
can yet do all things by the strength of God. 


The “ last words” of great men are often given a 
significance which they do not deserve. Uittered at 
a time of the most complete physical and mental 
prostration, when lips and tongue. almost refuse to 
express the flitting thought of the enfeebled brain, they 
are sometimes treasured by friends and relatives as 
the condensed wisdom of a lifetime. Butthe flashing 
of a candle just before it goes out is less noteworthy 
than its quiet, steady gleam before it is half con- 
sumed. After all, a man’s life, and not his death, is 
the thing by which he ought to be remembered. A 
few weeks before the late Samuel Bowles breathed 
his last, while mind and tongue were as yet free to 
speak, he emphasized this truth in words far more 
remarkable than any half-heard syllables at the 
moment of dissolution. His life-long friend, Senator 
Dawes of Massachusetts, was visiting him—a man 
whom he had sincerely esteemed and, from time to 
time, severely criticised. As Mr. Dawes stood with 
one hand in that of the dying journalist and the 
other on the latch of the door, he received these 
farewell words: “‘ Drop on your knees, Dawes, and 
thank God you have done a little good in this world, 





Jesus Christ. He who nearest conforms to them is 





PREPARING TO SPEHAK. 

We recently emphasized the importance of pre- 
paring to pray, of making special preparation for the 
service of leading in public or social prayer. But 
it is not alone for praying that preliminary thought 
and work are necessary when one would represent 
or impress others. Public speaking, or writing for 
the public eye or ear, is commonly of little worth 
except as it is the result of previous study. Good 
writers and good speakers understand this. Poor 
ones are often of a different opinion—and that is 
why they do so poorly. 

Great men do not expect to do a great thing 
except as the result of downright hard work. It is 
the inferior man who relies upon the “ inspiration 
of the hour,” and hopes to find something to say on 
his subject when he has “fairly warmed up to it.” 
Daniel Webster told his friend Peter Harvey that 
his great speech in reply to Senator Hayne had 
been, in substance, prepared long before for delivery 
on another but not dissimilar occasion ; so that when 
he was called suddenly to speak, he had but to turn 
to the pages of that speech and refresh his memory 
with its well-considered arguments and its glewing 
rhetorical periods. ‘ No man,” added Mr. Webster, 
“is inspired with the occasion. I never was.” Nor 
was it only in the preparation of a great speech that 
Mr. Webster felt a need of care and effort. It is 
said that when, at one time, he presented a volume to 
a literary society in Harvard University, of which he 
had been made an honorary member, his brief note 
of presentation seemed peculiarly graceful and feli- 
citous in its phrasing, and the average reader was 
tempted to say, “ How easy it is for such a man to 
say just the right thing in the right way.” But 
afterwards some one, in examining that volume, 
found in it a sheet of paper on which Mr. Webster 
had made a draft of his note of presentation, and 
there the various interlineations and erasures showed 
that he had given no little time and care to the study 
of the fittest words for the expression of his thoughts 
and feelings. If more men would work as hard as 
Daniel Webster in preparing themselves to speak or 
write, there would be more good speaking and writs 
ing in the world. 

It is true that the preparation is sometimes made 
—as in the instance of Mr. Webster's great speech— 
for another occasion than the one which it finally 
meets; but it is alike essential in the one case as in 
the other. One of our distinguished American 
orators said to the writer, in discussion of this theme: 
“The relative ease and finish with which men speak 
extempore on special occasions is dependent entirely 
upon the comparative facility with which they recall 
previous exercises of mind. There is no such thing 
as purely impromptu speaking, which amounts to 
anything.” Another eloquent speaker, who was 
known by the writer to have made a most effective 
speech in Congress on an important public measure 
without having planned to do so until within the 
hour of his speaking, was asked if it were possible 
that certain finished and telling passages which that 
speech contained were absolutely impromptu. “ Of 
course not,” was the reply; “I had been discussing 





and ask his forgiveness that you have done no more.” 


that measure in conversation and correspondence for 
several weeks, and J] had more than once written out 
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or spoken those very things to which you call atten- 
tion.” Commenting on the fact that Macbeth was 
written by Shakespeare ina brief time, and hurriedly, 
Mr. Rolfe says: ‘“ What the Sistine Madonna was to 
Raphael it seems that Macbeth was to Shakespeare— | 
a magnificent impromptu; that kind of impromptu | 
which results from the application of well-disciplined 
powers and rich stores of thought to a subject sug- | 
gested by an occasion.” It was in illustration of | 
this truth that Dr. Lyman Beecher, when asked how | 
long he was in preparing one of his more remarkable 
sermons, gave answer, “ More than thirty years.” 

When therefore you hear a particularly forcible | 
and effective sermon, or speech, or public address of | 
any kind, or when you read a epecially well written | 
book, or magazine or newspaper article, you may be 
sure that it represents downright hard study and | 
carefulness of preparation—at one time or another. 
Even if you should read a letter or a note from some 
one who seems to write always with ease and grace- 
fulness, you would find, if you followed the matter 
through, that that writer has, by long practice and 
cultivation, with a sensitive and thoughtful, even of 
seemingly instinctive, choice of language, come at 
last to think just what he ought to say, and to say 

ust what he decides to think, And when you would 

write, or preach, or teach, or make an address, you 
must have due preparation, or fail to do your work 
well. No matter how short the speaking or writing 
is to be, the preparation cannot be dispensed with. 
As a rule, the shorter the speech the more time 
relatively is needed to get ready for it. No superin- 
tendent can make a really valuable ten minutes’ talk 
at the close of his school unless he has given a great 
many times ten minutes to preparation for that 
service. If a young man or an old one, minister or 
layman, would speak in a social prayer-meeting to 
the edification of others, he ought to have preparatory 
thought on the theme he considers, If he has not 
had this preliminary study, earlier or later, it will 
be better for him, and for others, if he waits until he 
gets it. Words that have not been thought of in 
advance by the speaker are not likely to be thought 
of afterwards by the hearers. The speaker may feel 
better for giving them utterance ; but he is commonly 
alone in their enjoyment. 

And when you want to secure the services of a 
minister, or of any other public speaker, to make an 
address at a missionary meeting, at the opening of 
a new hospital or “home,” or at an ordinary Sunday- 
school session, do not insult him, nor show your own 
ignorance, by saying that it will not take much ot 
his time, that you only want a very few words, and 
that he need not make any preparation for them. 
Understand that if he is to say anything worth your 
hearing—or worth anybody's hearing—he will have 
to take time for its preparation; and that the tax 
upon him is correspondingly heavy. Uatil time has 
been taken to get something worth saying into one’s 
» mind, time is lost in trying to get it out again. 





DOES DEATH CHANGE CHARACTER? 


A lazy, beer-soaked German had died. In his 
life-time he had been drunken, gluttonous, cruel to 
wife and children, faithless to friend. But he was 


| should not have the same funeral eulogy as the sober, 





dead, and of course something must be found to say 
in his favor. It was a hard task for his comrades, 
as they sat in silence in the neighboring bar-room. | 
But at last one of them was able to utter this | 
eulogy: “ Vell, Hans vos goot to echmoke, anyvay.’ | 
That was the summary of the virtues of a life-time. | 

The wish to speak well of the dead is as old ae | 
humanity, and is almost an instinct. 
the proverbs of every nation. Standing by the) 
silent body, which is pitiful in its mute helplessness, 
it seems iniquitous and unmanly to attack what can 
neither amend or reply. If good words cannot be 
spoken, evil words can at least be left unsaid. “ Of 
the dead nothing save good,” says the Latin motto ; 
and the world is quite willing to accept this as a 
safe rule of conduct. 


It is voiced in | 


| economize the ordinary one-sided powers. 
| tion to our children of this natural capacity, the diseases and 


| thorough in his perceptions, and more kind and amiable in his 





But as speech may go too far, so may silence, 


That which is not condemned seems sometimes | 


tacitly approved. The dead man’s earthly life is | 
ended; neither praise nor blame can affect it now. | 
Yet its lesson for the living still remains. If it 
is demoralizing to the young to see a great man’s | 
sins excused in his life, it is not less so to hear | 
clergymen and editors magnifying his virtues and | 
hiding his vices after death. Heaven and hell are | 
in God’s hands; but a good or a bad man’s earthly | 
reputation is in human keeping. If a person is 
cruel, or drunken, or licentious, or dishonest, he 


industrious, kindly, and pure man who died the day 
before. Young people have an Indian quickness in 
drawing conclusions. ‘If death,” they say, “ covers 


every sin and magnifies every merit, why should I | 


9 | 


be careful for the reputation I leave behind me? 
Nor does a virtue exeuse a vice. That Victor 


Emmanuel was a patriot does not brighten the 
Truth does not depart 


blackness of his private life. 
with the dying soul. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—If a man should lose his left hand, he would find that 
he had been accustomed to depend on it more than he 
supposed. Even if it is not as much in use as the right 
band, it is a convenient member of the body. And in fact 
the left hand is often put forward instead of the right, 
especially by little boys when their mother tells them to 
“shake hands with the gentleman.” On this account, as 
on others, there might be decided gain if the common 
distfnction bet ween the right and left hand were obliterated, 
as suggested in the following letter from Dr. James 8. 
Cooley, of Sandy Hill, N. Y.: 

Your editorial on ‘‘ What to do with one’s hands,” in a recent 
number of The Times, leads me te suggest an idea which is 
attracting the attention of some of our leading educators. Physi- 
ologically there is no reason why men and women should be 
right and left handed, any more than are monkeys or other 
quadrumana. That men are so is undoubtedly due to the fact 
that for generations the right hand has been educated to the neg- 
lect of the left, and we are born with a tendency to use one hand 
more readily than the other. The right side of the body being 
controlled by the left side of the brain, it follows that there must 
be a corresponding inequality in brain development, since the 
development of any organ is in the ratio of its use. If mental 
power is in proportion to brain structure, is there not indicated a 
means of increasing the intellectual capacity of our youth by a 
systematic training of both hands, instead of the right only? 
ustead of being so particular, as most parents and teachers are, 
that children shall use the right hand exclusively, to hold the 
pencil, the knife, or the spoon, let us encourage them to use either 
hand at will, and thus raise up a generation of two-handed men 
and women, whose brain calibre shall be,correspondingly increased. 
This will, of course, require time, and, owing to congenital 
influences, in many cases we shall attain but a partial success; 
but a constant effort in this direction will, in a few generations, 
almost wholly eradicate the inherited one-handed tendency, and 
perpetuate the better way. Many of the games and exercises of 
the kindergarten, that great gift of Freebel to American childhood 
are such as to train equally both hands and both feet, and all, 
with slight modifications, can be made subservient to the same end. 
How much the efficiency of every boy and girl would be increased 
by this additional training can hardly be estimated. Whether 
engaged as a mechanic, an artist, or in intellectual pursuits, he 
who has been thus trained cannot fail of accomplishing much 
more than otherwise. I well remember the ambidexterity of our 
professor of anatomy, in college, and with what readiness he used 
the scalpel with either hand, as it suited his convenience. Men- 
tion is made of this new feature in the education of the future, in 
Dr. Seguin’s report on Education, at the Vienna Exposition, He 
says: “ By this means may be restored to our race an inexpensive 
power, more permanent than steam, and equally applicable to 
mental and physical labor; a power which in many cases 
can deuble the products, and which in all cases can save or 
Through the restitu- 





infirmities which attack one side of the body or the 
other would become unknown er rare. More continuous 
learning and thinking could be accomplished, and the fatal conse- 
juences of excessive strain on the brain would remain the acci- 
dents of age, instead of becoming the ironic rewards of young 
heroic effort Man would be rendered more serviceable asa 
worker, more harmonious in his movements, more delicate and 
family relations. In short, the human temper and passions would 
be harmonized toa point which the mind cannot foresee to-day, but 
whose social consequences cannot be over-estimated.” Agassiz, 
the lamented teacher, urged his pupils at Penikese to become 
ambidextrous, and Brown-Séquard, among the most illustrious of 
living physiolegists, says; ‘The equal training of both sides of 
our children, is an urgent necessity.” If, as children of our 
heavenly Father, we are to use and improve all the powers and 
faculties he has given us, have we not a duty, as Christian men 
and women, in this direction, that we may no longer neglect or 





allow to lie idle, se much of our patrimony ? 


INTERPRETATION. 
BY MARGARET J, PRESTON. 


The lamp burned low, the hour was late, 
The embers died within the grate, 
Yet with an anxious brow she saie, 


And questioned keenly of the day 
Just closed, that had been toiled away 
In work that would not brook delay. 


“Thad not meant,” she sighed, “ to see 
It slip my grasp, and yet there be 
No separate duty done for Thee! 


“ This little trustful sleeper here, 
Who clogs me with a love so dear,— 
How could I keep my conscience clear, 


“Tf, recreant to the word I said 
That day beside the dying bed, 
I failed to win the nursling bread? 


“So, working with such full accord, 
As finds therein its own reward, 
I've left no margin for my Lord.” 


Just then the golden head was stirred, 
As in its nest a crooning bird ; 
And then her voice she deemed she heard: 


“ O sister! such a dream I had! 
So sweet and strange, it made me glad: 
I thought that you were sitting sad 


“ Because the king of all the land 
Had sent the people his command, 
To bring him, each, a gift in hand. 


“ And in my dream I saw you there, 
And heard you say,—' No hands can bear 
A gift, that are so filled with care.’ 


“« What care ?’—the king said; and he smiled 
To hear you answer, wailing wild, 
‘I only toil to feed a child!’ 


“ And then, with such a look divine, 
(‘Twas that awaked me with its shine,) 
He whispered,—‘ But the child is mine/'"’ 


She sprang to clasp, with arms out-thrown, 
The little dreamer: all was lone 
And hushed: the dream had been her own. 





HONORING GOD’S HOUSE. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


It is popular in our day to decry as superstition that 
devout instinct which reveres a Christian temple as God's 
peculiar dwelling-place. Cald-blooded men say: “ It is 
no more than any other mass of bricks and mortar.” 
Poetry, too, has much to say of worshiping God in fi-lds 
and forests and mountains and valleys, andon the sea. A 
good deal of watery sentiment has been expended by Sab- 
bath-breakers on “ Nature’s first temple.” 

The undoubted truth of God’s omnipresence is about 
all the truth there is underneath this popular twaddle. 
Let us see, then, what reason we have for regarding a 
place of Christian worship with peculiar reverence. 

1. The biblical history of the idea of a place where 
God is worshiped, represents wt. as one of peculiar and 
awful sanctity. The development of the conception of 
“The Lord’s House” in the Scriptures is deeply inter- 
esting. The most ancient hint of it in any known litera- 
ture is found in the Book of Job. “ Nature’s first Tem- 
ple” was as magnificent then as now, yet the afllicted 
patriarch laments, “Oh that 1 knew where I might find 
Him: that I might come even to his seat/” He longs 
to fix upon some spot where he can fiad God: some place 
where the awful distance between him and God shall be 
lessened. Just because God is everywhere, he seems, to 
himself, to find him nowhere. 

This is human nature. Call it infirmity if you wiil, still 
it is human nature. The intuitions of the race have 
acknowledged it. Groves, mountains, grottoes, caves, 
streams, valleys, plains, lakes, as well as altars and tem- 
ples, have been consecrated as the abodes of gods. As 
we instinctively clothe our conception of God in human 
form, and seem to hear his voice, dread his eye, see his 
hand, hear his footfall, so we intuitively assign to him 
some place which we approach with awe. Is this all 
falsehood? Itis not like God to make the soul of man 
a liar in its very nature. 

“ Nature’s first temple” was as grand and imposing in 
Abraham’s day as now, yet he went three days’ journey 
with his costly sacrifice to Mount Moriah ; and there, in 
a definite and becoming place, he found and worshiped 
God. Isaac was fond of walking in the fields at eventide ; 
but he built an altar at Beersheba, because God there 
appeared to him and blessed him. The heavens were 
resplendent with the constellations of a Syrian sky, when 
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Jacob spent a night in the open plain. The ground was 
his couch, and a stone was his pillow. But he discovered 
before morning that God was there; and he called the 
place Bethel, and said: “How dreadful is this place ! 
This is none other than the house of God; and this is 
the gate of heaven!” Again he spends a solitary night 
under the open sky, and his dreams are troubled. He 
seems to be struggling with an august and mysterious 
stranger till the daybreak. And he calls that place 
“Peniel,” for says he, “I have seen God face to face.” 

Moses is keeping flocks near Mount Horeb, and a 
bush on fire turns him aside. He thinks it “a great 
for he discovers that God is there. He hears a 
voice saying, “ Draw not nigh hither, put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy ground.” Again, when Moses leads the people out 
of Ezypt, not every man’s tent is God’s dwelling, but a 
pillar of cloud and of fire leads the march, and God is in 
the pillar. Arrived at Sinai, amidst thunder and light- 
ning and tempest and fire,and “a voice of words,” God 
is found high up in the mountain and the cloud. Moses 
goes up into the thick darkness where God is. There he 
receives the pattern of the tabernacle, and that becomes 
for generations the peculiar mercy-seat of God. The people 
fear exceedingly, and tremble, and cry out, “ Let not God 
speak with us, lest we die!” 

At length the kingdom of Judah reaches its golden 
age; andthe temple rises in far-famed splendor. God 
says of it: “ I have Aal/owed this place, to put my name 
there forever.” The Temple of Solomon was the original 
ideal of a house of God, realized in architecture unrivaled 
in that age. A whole nation poured out its treasures in 
the building. The wisest of monarchs tasked the skill of 
the most ingenious artificers, and the genius of the most 
accomplished architects of the times. It was the Jewish 
St. Peter’s. Ophir sent its pure gold, and Lebanon its 
magnificent cedars. Jerusalem and Tyre united their 
navies ag transport ships. “The house of God” must 
be made “ exceeding magnifical, of fame and glory through- 
out all countries.” So hallowed was the place, and so 
sacred the work, that it must proceed in hushed stillness. 
Because God was to dwell there, “neither hammer nor 
axe, nor any tool of iron,” must be “heard in the house 
while it was in building.” It must grow in silence, as 
forests grow. 


sight,” 


“ No workman's steel, nor ponderous axes rung ; 
Like some tall palm the noiseless fabric sprung.” 


Whea finished it was one of the wonders of the world. 
The reporters of the age could not tell the half of it. 
Sheba’s queen was abashed as she approached it, and 
“there was no more spirit in her.” 

Such is the biblical conception of the sacredness of the 
house of God. “The holy place; the holy hill; the 
place where mine honor dwelleth; the gate of heaven ”— 
so the Bible describes in brief its unutterable sanctity. 

2. The Bible represents the building and repairing of 
the Lord’s house as acts of eminent piety. The historian 
says of Joash in our lesson, that he was a godly man as 
long as he had the guidance of the celebrated priest Jehoi- 
ada, Yet the only thing thought worthy of mention in 
that part of his reign is that “he was minded to repair the 
house of the Lord.” 

It was counted an act of signal devotion in David that 
he was minded “ to build the House of the Lord.” Only 
the awful sacredness of the work forbade David's doing it, 
because he had been a man of war. It was incongruous 
with the divine idea, thata military chief, who had shed 
much blood, should set his hand to a work so holy. The 
dignity of a great civilian, and the most highly cultured 
monarch of the age, was better suited to its hallowed pur- 
pose. Of Solomon’s long and splendid reign, the erection 
of the temple was the crowning deed; renowned alike as a 
token of his wisdom and his piety. The chief object of 
one entire book of the Bible—the Book of Nehemiah—is 
to record the building of the second temple. 

Passing on to later times, the most significant token of 
the divine idea of the temple where God dwelt, is found 
in the fact that our Lord accepted it as the symbol of his 
own sacred body. “ He spake of the temple of his body.” 
His resurrection, the crowning event of his sinless life, 
was a rebuilding of a When the apostles also 

Christian believers the most exalted con- 
ception of their consecrated character in God's sight, the 
form of the admonition is: “ Ye are the temple of God 
Whoso defileth the temple of God, bim shall God destroy.” 

3. In perfect keeping with the biblical idea on this subject 
ius the instinct of a devout heart, everywhere and always, 


temple. 
would express to 


fo r vere the house in which God is publicly worshiped. 
Like every other vital principle of religion, it may degen- 
erate into superstition. But itis natural to the spirit of 
worship. Catholic Christians are right in their reverent 


regard for their churches and utensils of service. If Prot- 
estant Christians have lost the ancient spirit of the Church 
in this respect, they are none the better for it. 

I witnessed not long ago a sight which made me wish 
that all our churches were open for daily and hourly indi- 
vidual worship. A poor emigrant woman, with her help- 
less children, apparently just from the ship in which they 
had come to a strange land, saw a Protestant church, on | 
the spire of which was the familiar cross. She thought ita | 
temple of her own faith. But as its doors were closed she 
could not enter; and she devoutly knelt with her chil- 
dren on the pavement, and offered silent prayer. She was a 
stranger ina strange land. Strange faces and sounds, 
which shecould not understand, were all around her; but 
there was one thing which was familiar and dear to her— 
the cross, emblematic of our common Redeemer. She 
could understand that. I seemed to hear her voice as 
her heart flowed out in grateful prayer for herself and 
children in the new life which they were beginning, or in 
thanksgiving for their safety from the perils of the sea. 
Was that superstition? Icould not call it so. 

I once sat in the shadow of one of the arches of the 
Colosseum at Rome, in the autumnal moonlight, and alone 
That ruin has long since been consecrated as a place of 
Christian worship. A cross stands in the centre, around 
which acrowd of worshipers is often gathered on a Friday, 
listening to very earnest and by no means unchristian 
preaching. As I sat there trying to picture the scenes of 
the early martyrdoms which had occurred there, when 
Christian captives were thrown to wild beasts amidst the 
ferocious plaudits of a hundred thousand spectators in the 
galleries above, a solitary peasant came through, and 
bending under his burden of fagots, and unconscious that 
any human eye was looking on, he knelt and offered silent 
prayer before the cross. The cross was nothing to my 
Puritan iconoclasm; and the promise on the placard 
appended to it, of deliverance from I do not know how much 
time in purgatory to any one who shall imprint a kies 
there, saddened me. But I could not judge by my severer 
faith the impulsive devotion of the poor Italian. I wanted 
to grasp his hand as that of a Christian brother. He was 
expressing, in his way, the same instinct of religious rever- 
ence which I felt in looking upon the spot where thou- 
sands of Christian martyrs had sealed their faith in blood. 
Who shall judge between us, and say that my mood was 
religion and his superstition ? 

It may have been an extreme of this instinct which led 
Dr. Samuel Johnson to lift his hat reverently whenever 
he passed a church in the streets of London, but better 
that than the covered head and the laugh and the jest 
often seen and heard in our churches. That is a becoming 
because a perfectly sensible act of reverence in which 
worshipers of the Church of England bow the head in 
silent prayer at the beginning of public religious service. 
Our plainer forms of worship would be improved by the 
usage. 





4. The associations of the Lord’s house are an incal- 
culable help to the culture of religious character, Weare 
creatures of association. We are often moved more pro- 
foundly than we think, by our surroundings. The recol- 
lection of our experiences in the house of God may be 
among the most precious treasures that memory hoards. 
The prayers we have heard there; the old hymns of the 
fathers, some of them redolent with the incense of a thou- 
sand years; the sermons which have moved us; the 
Scriptures read and expounded; certain texts which were 
new to us, and most timely; the light of the setting sun 
streaming in at western windows when it seemed like the 
glory of God’s countenance; the seat where the mother 
sat holding fast our childish hand, or the corner from 
which the father turned his loving eye upon us in mild 
reproof; the pews from which sainted men and women 
have gone to their rest—oh, there are holy forces in such 
reminiscences! They are “golden vials full of odors.” 
They come back to us in after years, “trailing clouds of 
glory.” They make the very walls of the house of God 
eloquent. The stone cries out of the wall, and the beam 
out of the timber answers it. The very silence of the 
place on a week-day is more potent than angels’ voices. 
O thou homely “ meeting-house” of my youth, God bless 
thee! If I forget thee, let my right hand forget her cun- 
ning; if { do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to 
the roof of my mouth! 


An eminent statesman of our country, whose funeral 
wae attended by reverent thousands, once boasted flip- 
pantly that he “had not seen the inside of a church in 
twelve years.” Well: he had sought other things, and he 
had his reward. But his character through his long public 
career showed the want of just those qualities which 
devout attendance on the services of religion would have 
tended to develop. He was irreverent, uncharitable, 








selfish, intemperate in speech, one-sided in policy, a man 
of few friends, whom all men feared but few could love. 
And so far as men could see—God knows how truthfully— 
he died as the fool dieth. Not one word of Christian 
consolation relieved his last agonies. He uttered not one 
word which could indicate whether he believed in God or 
not, whether he had a soul or not, whether he thought of 
or cared for the world to which he was going. An edu- 
cated Greek, who had never heard of the New Testament, 
might have died as calmly and as rationally. Socrates 
died more rationally. Many a savage in our western 
wilds has died chanting his tribal death-song, with more 
evidence of fitness to meet the Great Spirit than that man 
over whose bier a nation went through the forms of 
magnificent mourning. “I had rather be a doorkeeper in 
the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wicked- 
ness.” 

5. A Christian church is the most significant emblem we 
have of heaven. “This is the gaie of heaven,” said the 
astonished patriarch. He had seen angels, Heaven seemed 
very near to him. 

There was reason in the simple faith of our fathers, 
which interpreted these words so literally that they longed 
to build their tombs underneath the churches where they 
and their fathers worshiped, or in the cheerful “God's 
acre” around them. They wanted to be close at hand 
when the morning dawned, 

It was one of the strange omissions which attracted the 
wonder of St. John in the New Jerusalem, that he saw no 
temple there. But he adds as a reason, ample in his view, 
that the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple 
of it. Let us not lift irreverently the veil from these 
words; yet they must mean so much as this,—that in 
some mysterious way the ineffable Godhead will do for us 
there what the material temples of our worship do here. 
These are the antechamber to that awful yet precious 
Presence. 

It is an inspiring thought also, that the most intelligible 
conception the Scriptures give us of the occupations of the 
heavenly life is that of churchly song. The service of song 
is the one grand hint which our embodied spirits can com- 
prehend of what heaven is, and what we are to do there. 
Active as we doabtless shall be, beyond all conceptions of 
our tired faculties here; migrating, it may be, in chariots 
of eager thought, to distant and invisible portions of the 
universe,—yet all that we do shall be done in the spirit of 
such ecstatic gladness that we shall live in a state of holy 
and triumphant song. Melody shall express, more than 
any other one idea, our doing and our being. 

For one I cannot rid myself of the hope, too, that we 
shall sometimes—perhaps on great anniversaries commemo- 
rative of earthly histories—literally sing the very psalms 
and hymns which are so often the “gate of heaven” to us 
here. It would be sadder parting with this world than 
we hope it will be when our time comes, if we must forget 
these ancient lyrics, or find our tongues dymb when we 
would utter them. How can we live without them? Are 
they not a part of our very being? Take them away, with 
all the experiences of which they are the symbol, and what 
would there be left of us to carry into heaven? 

Some lines at least of the hymn “ Rock of Ages, cleft 
for me,” and “ My faith looks up to thee,” and “ Not all 
the blood of beasts,” and ‘“ Nearer my God to thee,” and 
“Just as I am, without one plea”—must we part with 
them? It would be like parting with the recognition of 
friends in heaven. 

What disembodied life, if there is such a thing, may be, 
I do not know. To my earth-bound thought it is what I 
imagine the gorgeous pinions and sportive flights of the 
butterfly are to the caterpillar. But one thing I hope 
and pray for. Of old friends, and old scriptures, and old 
hymns, and old litanies, and old churches where the 
fathers worshiped their God and mine, Lord, keep my 
memory green forever! 


HAPPY DODD; 


OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 
CHAPTER III, 


After Happy got fairly to know her Sunday-school class, 
she began to love them, and to enjoy teaching them. It 
is impossible to teach the gospel without a personal interest 
in those who learn it. The secret of all preaching lies also 
in this personal interest in the audience: not individual 
interest: for this is impossible, but the vivid, loving con- 
sciousness that men are indeed brethren, however they 
evade or ignore the kinship: kindred according to the 
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flesh, whom the eager faith and anxiety of him who speaks | her voice. “I hadn’t thought about it much any way. I ain’t 


are striving to heal and save through Christ, the Elder 
Brother. 

It is to be owned that Happy had some trouble with 
Mies Palmer’s indolent and insolent affectation, and Helen 
Sands’s rattle-pated folly, and love for fashion and finery ; 
but she had discovered, under Mary Gray’s rough exterior, 
honesty and a kind heart, though veiled by the unconquer- 
able shyness which made her so blunt. Julia Calhoun 
would have troubled her a little, her mind was so specu- 
lative, her questions so keen and logical, had not Happy 
learned to say frankly, “I do not know.” These four little 
words were like a talisman to her, on which she rested her- 
self from many a doubt and fear; for the reverse side of 
this inscription was always, ‘“ God knows.” 

As for Ruth Holden, there was no doubt in Happy’s 
mind that the child was sweeter and better than ever any 
child had been before. Ruth’s faults were slow of dis- 
covery, and more negative than her virtues. She was 
morbid, introverted, impatient of other people’s failings, 
and very proud, with that subtle kind of pride which is 
not for daily use, and wears the mask of a virtue, even 
of humility, when it is visible. But all this Happy did 
not yet discover; she only loved her, with all her heart, 
and longed to do something to show it, as all love longs. 

In her week-day life this poor girl was shielded from 
some things by her very poverty and weakness. She 
could not go out to work because she was needed to do the 
home duties; these might have been set aside somewhat, 
had her health allowed her to work in a shop, but she was 
too delicate for such confinement. Such light needlework 
as she could find to do cccupied all her spare time, and 
helped a little : but it was her mother’s object to keep up 
the girl’s strength, and build up her constitution while she 
could; for Mra. Dodd knew very well that the time was 
coming when Happy would have to take care of herself, 
and her best weapons of war in the fight with poverty 
would be health and strength. 

It is not to be supposed that the girl’s spiritual life 
went on in perfect calmness: of “ fightings within” there 
were as yet none, but “ fears without” had begun. As 
she sat alone one day, working at the etraw-plaiting which 
happened to be to-day’s task, she heard a slow step come 
up the stairway, and the door opening let in old Miss 
Lavinia Greene, the other tailoress in the little town; an 
aged woman with whom Mrs, Dodd herself had learned 
her trade, but who was now unable to sew from an attack 
of paralysis some years since, which had given her head 
and her hands a constant tremulous motion that put a 
stop to their usefulness in most ways. She had laid up a 
little money, enough to live on with great care; and her 
sole amusement was visiling her old acquaintance, and 
interesting herself in their affairs, whether they liked it 
or not. 

She had been out of town for a month or two now; but 
her first theught on coming home was to call at Mrs, 
Dodd’s, and “ visit with” Happy. 

“Well! well!” said she, as she sat down in the arm- 
chair, and recovered her breath with a little effort. “ How 
be ye both, Happy?” 

“Pretty well, ma’am, thank you.” 

“ And I’ve heerd say you jined the church sence I was 
to Northport.” 

“ Yes’m,” said Happy, in a low tone. 

“well, I’m glad on’t. I hope ye’ll act up toit. I 
s’pose you feel real overflowin’ jest now; as though you 
was ready to die any minnit, an’’d ruther die than not. 
Fust love: full assurance o’ hope, ’nd gech like. 
I've ben through the hull on’t.” 

Happy stared at her with wide eyes: this had not been 
at all her experience, but rather “ whereas I was blind, 
now I see; ” and she had not yet been launched into that 
hopeless maze of self-analyzing which some people con- 
sider a necessity of religion. “‘ Miss Lavinny” was opening 
that gate for hernow. She went on: 

“*Twon’t last, though; there’s trials an’ tribulations a 
waitin’ for ye; trouble for everybody in this world; ’flic- 
tion, back-slidin’, loss o’ evidences, death; dear knows 
what, All your troubles is to come; but ef you've got 
the root of the matter in ye it’sa help. Yes: it’s reelly 
quitea help. But you needn’t expect to feel uplifted as 
you do now, not by no means.” 

“ But I don’t feel uplifted, Mies Lavinny,” said Happy 
simply. 

“You don’t? don’t feel sure o’; heaven, and ain’t 
shoutin’ in your heart for joy every minnit ?” 

“No, ma’am.” 

“ For the land’s sakes! Ain’t you sartain sure you're a 
Christian, and you'd go to heaven right off if you was to 
die suddin?” 


“Oh dear!” and the tears were in Happy’s eyes as well as 


Dear me ! 





sure of anything, Miss Lavinny, except that the Lord Jesus 
died to savesinners, and I dolove him. I know I do.” 

The color rose to her pale dark cheek as she spoke; but 
Miss Lavinia shook her trembling head. 

“Well; mabbe you be converted; but them ain’t my 
experiences, nor they ain’t what used to be folkses in my 
day. You'd better examine your feelin’s, Happilony ; see 
to your evidences bein’ straight, be sure you’re born again 
before you set out to be a professor: I’m real afraid you’re 
under a mistake,’—and here, having done her duty as she 
fancied it, Miss Lavinia branched off into a stream of gos- 
sip past and present, which fell on heedless ears, for Happy 
was grieved inexpressibly, and afraid in her humble soul 
that she had indeed been too hasty in calling herself a 
Christian, and too self-conceited in avowing it to others. 
By and by this unpleasant visitor rose and went away, 
leaving Happy with another pang of self-reproach to tor- 
ment her, by insinuating, as she left, that she saw she was 
not welcome as usual. “ But them that fetches reproof 
and rebuke is miser’ble comforters, I know. I done it for 
your good, for all that, Happilony; and flatterin’ lips 
won’t never be laid to my charge!” 

With which painfully true sentiment Miss Greene shut 
the door behind her snappishly, and left the girl to her own 
thoughts. 

They were not pleasant ones: there are few people who 
can begin to criticise, examine, or look for faults in their 
inward hearts, without discovering much to pain and per- 
plex them. Happy had youth and ignorance in her favor, 
but still the minutes crept slowly and bitterly away till it 
was time for her mother to come. Mrs, Dodd noticed at 
once the cloud on her child’s face, and the brief, constrained 
answers she gave her few ordinary questions, and she was 
not a woman to let any trouble vex another soul if she 
could help it; so she gently and quietly drew from Happy 
the story of Miss Greene’s visit, and her own tears and 
troubles. Mrs. Dodd did not offer any present counsel, 
she only said: 

“Never mind now, dear; I have an errand to do after 
supper, and I want you to go with me; when we come 
back we will talk all this over.” So after tea she ssid: 
“T went to Mrs. Ives’s to-day, you know, and she saysa 
woman down in Horn Lane is sick, and almost without 
food for herself or her children. Mrs. Ives cannot go, of 
course, she is not able to walk yet ; so she wants me tosee 
about it, and I thought you’d like to go too.” 


Happy was only too glad of a chance to walk with her 
mother, and they soon found the way to Horn Lane; it 
was just at the edge of the village, and close by the little 
river, thesoft summer air was sweet with all the odors of 
woods and fields, but the filthy tenement in which Ann 
Gladding lived was shut tight against all outer air or 
odor. Sick with typhoid fever, with a drunken husband, 
and four little children, the old story of sin and misery 
was repeated here in full. It was no new tale to Mrs. 
Dodd ; but Happy had never come in contact with such 
things, and it struck toher heart. She stood fora moment 
still and frightened, and then, at her mother’s suggestion, 
took the children out of the stifling room on to the door- 
step, and amused them while Mrs. Dodd did what she 
could to make the sick woman more comfortable, promis- 
ing to fetch help for the night, and come herself in the 
morning; then she coaxed the children up to their 
wretched attic, with Happy’s help, washed their faces, fed 
them with the slices of brown bread and butter she had 
brought, and put them all to bed. This was not much, 
but nothing more could be done, except to stop in ata 
neighbor's, and get Mrs. Foley to sit up all night with Ann 
Gladding, as Mrs. Dodd could not conveniently do so till she 
made some arrangements about her work for the rest of 
the week. 

Happy had forgotten all about her own troubles, till her 
mother said, as she lit the lamp and sat down beside it 
with her sewing: “ Well, dear, what about your own 
troubles?” 

“Why, mother! I declare, I forgot them, surely. 
so troubled about poor Ann.” 

Mrs. Dodd smiled. 

“That is a pretty good way, Happy; a better still is 
‘looking unto Jesus.’ Hear what he says, and nobody 
else can trouble you. He never said that we must be 
sure of heaven, or aure of conversion, or very happy in 
our minds, or have a certain round of feelings, to be saved: 
he said, ‘Believe in me;’ ‘If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments,’ and the other side of that, ‘He that hath 
my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me’ Here is the commandment and the proof. If you 
love God, you will show it in your life: words and feelings 
are only leaves, fair and pleasant, but not of any use; it is 
fruit the Lord of the vineyard wants; and itis just as 
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true now as it was in Christ’s earthly life, that grapes do 
not grow on thorns, or figs on thistles.” 

“But, mother; some good people don’t act so.” 

“I don’t think that is our business exactly, Happy. 
The Master never said, ‘Go toil to-day in’ your neigh- 
bor’s ‘vineyard.’ Other people are other people, and if 
they do not do just as we would like or wish, all the more 
reason for us to do better. ‘Every man shall bear his 
own burdens,’ the Bible says; and I think this is what it 
means,—we are answerable only for our own, not for other 
people’s.” 

“ But, mother, don’t it say, too, “bear ye one another’s 
burdens” ? 

“Yes, dear, only put on the rest of the verse, ‘and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.’ We shall bear our own bur- 
dens to the judgment seat, whether we choose to or not , 
but we are told, as Christians, to help one another, bearing 
other’s burdens as Christ did, by trying to make them 
easier to carry, or by sharing them. He healed the sick 
and raised the dead ; and we can help sick people, and tell 
the dying about him who will raise them from the grave. 
He fed the hungry with a miracle; we can feed one or 
two out of our own store. He made people happy at Cana 
by turning water into wine, because wine was a need and 
a custom at such places, and this poor man had not 
enough. Our Lord did not do this to countenance intem- 
perance, as some people like to say, but to show that he 
wanted everybody to be happy as well as good: whenever 
you can make people happy, it is something to do for him 
who stooped even to help the common wants of common 
and poor people, for their pleasure. And this brings us 
round again to you, Happy; whenever Miss Lavinia’s 
fears and doubts trouble you again, dear, don’t sit down 
and think about them, go out and help or comfort some- 
body that needs either comfort or help.” 

“ But what if I can’t find anybody, mother?” 

“Then take the Bible and read about Christ. To look 
at him is to see our own redemption from all evil, our 
surety, and our safety; for ‘your life is hid with Christ 
in God,’” 

“© mother, how good the Bible is!” 

Mrs. Dodd’s eye kindled and her lip trembled. Happy 
would never know how good till she had lived her life, 
and found in its pages the word of the Lord, “new every 
morning and fresh every evening,” the “daily bread,” 
without which no man’s soul can live. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


a 


FOR THINE IS THE POWER. 


BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


“T can’t do it—it’s quite impossible. I’ve tried five 
times, and I can’t get it right,”—and Ben pushed his book 
and slate away in despair. Ben was a most ambitious 
boy ; he wanted to be “head” in the school: for had not 
the minister already spcken about him, and said sucha 
boy ought to have a chance at college? But Ben worked 
at great disadvantage. His mother, though a good Chris- 
tian woman, and a lady, in the best sense of the word, had 
had very few advantages when a girl, and so could not help 
Ben; and the father, who might have done so, had died, 
leaving his widow with three little children to support by 
her needle. 

Mrs. Hartley gave a little sigh at her boy’s perplexity, 
but only said quietly, “Then you don’t believe in the 
Lord's prayer?” 

“The Lord’s prayer, mother! Why, there’s nothing 
there to help me with this example.” 

“Oh, yes; there is help for every trouble in life in the 
Lord’s prayer, if we only know how toget at it. 
afraid you don’t yet know that prayer.” 

Ben flushed. If it had been anybody else that had said 
that, he would have been really vexed, but mother was 
different. Ben always tried to be sure he quite understood 
her, for he never for one instant forgot why her hands were 
never idle. 

“Now, mother, you don’t mean that. I’ve said that 
prayer ever since I was a baby! I couldn’t go to bed or 
leave my room in the morning without saying it. I know 
I sometimes don’t think enough of what I’m saying, but 
you know, mother, I do try to mean it—I—I—” But Ben 
stopped, his voice half choked. 

The mother saw that her boy had misunderstood her. and 
answered quickly, “I never doubt, Ben, boy, that you are 
trying and praying; but I was trying a long time before 
I knew what the last part of the Lord’s prayer really 
meant, I'm no minister or scholar, but I’ll try and tell it 
to you. You know we ask God for bread, to be kept from 
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evil, and to be forgiven, and then we say, for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory. It’s God's power 
we rely on—not our own; and it often helps me, Ben, when 
[have a difficult new pattern to fit. I say,‘ For thine is the 
power—this is my duty, heavenly Father, give me thy 
power,’ and he does, Ben, he does.’’ 

Ben sat silent. It seemed almost too familiar a prayer. 
And yet, that time when he had to stay from school 
because he had no clothes, he had asked God; and the 
minister’s wife had brought him a suit the very next day. 
“ But a boy’s sums, mother!” he said. 

“T think that sum is just as much to you as many a 
grander sounding thing to some one else. Yousay if only 
you get that right you'll be perfect for the month. Now, 
I care a great deal about that, but I’m quite sure your 
heavenly Father loves you more than I do. J would help 
you sogladly, Ben, if I could, but he can help you; his 
is the power; ask him.” 

There was another silence, and then Mrs. Hartley said : 
“Now, Ben, I want you to run to the store for some 
sewing-silk for me; the air will do you good. I believe, 
my son, that, if you ask, you can do that sum when you 
come home.” 

3en started at once; his mother’s slightest wish waslaw 
tohim. He ran along, enjoying the rest from study and 
the cool, fresh air. The sewing-silk was bought, and Ben 
started home, when he caught sight of Phil Earlie across 
the street. Ban gave the whistle boys so delight in, and 
Phil looked back and joined him. 

“ Done your lessons?” 

“ All but my sums.” 

“Did you try that fifteenth example? 

“cen” 

“ Get it right.” 

“No, not yet; but I will.” 

Phil gave a provoking little laugh. “ You will? I guess 
not ; I’ve done it, but I never could have found it out alone. 
I had help.” 

Ben’s heart fairly ached with envy for a moment. It 
was always so; Phil had his uncle George, and other boys 
had big brothers or fathers to help them ; only he was left 
quite alone. But just then he remembered his mother’s 
words, “1s’s God's power we rely on—not our own.” “ I'll 
get help too,” he said to himself. 

The boys chatted on, played leap-frog and raced each 
other ; but even as he raced and romped Ben felt changed. 
He had begun to believe in his heavenly Father as never 
before, and was wonderfully happy. 

After giving the silk to his mother, he picked up his 
slate and book and went up to his own little room. Kaeel- 
ing by the bed he repeated the Lord’s prayer, stopping at 
“thine is the kingdom,” and saying with all his heart, 
“And thine is the power, heavenly Father. I 
power to understand this. 
please give me power.” 

Ben waited a moment and then, still on his knees, he 
took his slate and tried again. Do you ask me, Did he suc- 
ceed? “If any man lack wisdom let him ask of God, 
who giveth to ali men liberally and upbraideth not.” Ben 
had asked, and God answered. After a little earnest 
thought, he saw what rule he had neglected, and worked 
the example correctly. Thenext day he was “head ;” for 
he was the only boy who had “done his sums without 
being helped.” 

“Yet I was helped, mother,” he said; “and I shall 
never forget the last part of the Lord’s prayer after this.” 


want 
There’s no one to help me, 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 
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PRECIOUS PROMISES. 


BY THEODORE M. BANTA. 


[Prepared tor the Sunday-school of the Marcy Avenue Baptist Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.] 

Motto for the exercise : 

WHEREBY ARE GIVEN UNTO US EXCEEDING GREAT AND PRE- 
CLOUS PROMISES (2 Pet. 1: 4). 

Singing: 
“Wake the Song of Adoration.” 
Recitation in concert: Psalm 23. 
Prayer. « 
Singing: 
“ Jesus, my All.” 

Remarks by the superintendent, introducing the theme, 
and closing with the question: What promises do we find 
in the Bible that God will supply our wants? 

First scholar: 

Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou be fed (Psa. 37: 3) 

Second scholar : 


I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor 
with bread (Psa. 182 : 15). 





Third scholar: 


When the poor and needy seek water and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the 
God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers in high 
places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the 
wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water 
(Isa. 41: 17, 13) 


Fourth scholar : 


Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you (Matt. 6: 33). 


Fifth scholar : 
The Lord God is asun and shield: the Lord will give grace and 


glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly (Psa. 84: 11). 


Sixth scholar : 

They that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing (Psa. 
34: 10). 

Seventh scholar : 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
(Rom. 8 32.) 

Eighth scholar : 


My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 4: 19). 


Singing: 

“ The Lord will Provide.” 
Leader : What promises to those who believe in Christ ? 
First scholar : 


Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved 
(Acts 16 : 31). 


Second scholar: 


And Jesus saith unto them, I am the bread of life; he that 


cometh unto ma shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst (John 6: 35). 


Third scholar: 


As many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name (John 
1:12). 


Fourth scholar: 

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. I am the 
resurrection, and the life; he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live (John 6:47; 11: 25). 

Leader: What promises that prayer will be answered? 
First scholar: 


And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer : 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear (Isa. 65: 24). 


Second scholar : 


Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall goand pray unto me, 
and I will hearken unto you (Jer. 29: 12). 


Third scholar: 


And all things, whatsoever, ye shall ask in prayer, believing, 
ye shall receive (Matt. 21: 22), 


Fourth scholar : 


Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you (Matt. 7: 7). 


Fifth scholar : 


If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you (John 15: 7). 


Sixth scholar: 

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son, If ye shall ask anything 
in my name, I will do it (John 14: 13, 14). 
Singing : 

Go and tell Jesus. 
Leader: What promises that God will guide his people? 
First scholar: 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths 
Prov. 3: 6). 


Second scholar: 


I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will 
lead them in paths that they have not known; I will make dark- 
ness light before them, and crooked things straight (Isa. 42: 16). 


Third scholar: 


Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he 
shall bring it to pass (Psa, 37: 5). 


Fourth scholar : 
I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
go; I will guide thee with mine eye (Psa. 32: 8). 
Leader: What promises of rest and peace ? 
First scholar: 


My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest 
(Ex 33: 14). 


Second scholar: 


Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest (Matt. 11: 28). 


Third scholar: 


Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee; because he trusteth in thee (Isa. 26: 3) 


Fourth scholar : 


Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you (John 14: 27). 


Singing : 
“Sweet, Sweet Peace.” 
Leader: What promises of support in trouble? 


He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea,in seven there shall 
no evil touch thee (Job 5: 19). 


First scholar: 


The Lord will also be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in 
times of trouble (Psa, 9: 9). 


| Second scholar: 


Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
| thou shalt glorify me (Psa. 50: 15). 


Third scholar : 


He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with 
him in trouble; P will deliver him, and honor him (Psa. 91: 15), 


I will deliver thee, and 


Fourth scholar : 


The righteous cry. and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them 
out of all their troubles (Psa. 34: 17). 


Fifth scholar : 

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee 
Psa. 55: 22) 
\ = + Sale 
Leader: What promises of the safety of God’s people ? 
First scholar : 


The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth 
into it, and is safe (Prov. 18; 10). 


Second scholar Py 


When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid; yea, thou 
shalt lie dowa, and thy sleep shall be sweet (Prov. 3: 24). 
Third scholar : 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall 
abide ander the shadow of the almighty (Psa. 91: 1), 
Fourth scholar : 

The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by him; and the 
Lord shall cover him all the day long (Deut. 33: 12). 
Fifth scholar : 

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee, and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou 


walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee (Isa, 43: 2). 


Singing: 

Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Leader: What promises of comforting mercies ? 
First scholar : 


For asmall moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mer- 
cies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy 
on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer (Isa. 54: 7, 8). 


Second scholar : . 

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you 
(Isa. 66: 13), 
Leader: What promises of help in time of trial and temp- 

tation? 

First scholar: 

I will strengthen thee; yea, I willhelp thee; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness. I the Lord thy 


God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will 
help thee (Isa. 41: 10, 13). 


Second scholar : 


God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape that ye may beable to bear it (1 Cor. 10: 13). 


Leader: What promises for times of sickness and for old 
age ? 
First scholar : 


The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing ; 
thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness (Psa. 41: 3). 


Second scholar : 


Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. There 
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling (Psa. 91: 5, 6, 10). 


Third scholar : 


And even to your old age I am he: and even to hoar hairs 


will I earry you; I have made and I will bear; even I will carry, 
and will deliver you (Isa. 46: 4), 


Singing 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord. 
Leader ; What promises a victory over death and blessed- 
ness beyond? 
First scholar: 


I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I; will redeem 
them from death (Hos, 13: 14). 


Second scholar : 


God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave; for he 
shall receive me (Psa 49: 15). 


Third scholar: 

He will swallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces (Isa, 25: 8), 
Fourth scholar : 

The Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended (Isa. 60: 20). 
Fifth scholar : 


The redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing 
unto Zion, and everlasting joy shall be upon their head; they 
shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall 
| flee away (Isa. 51: 11). 

Sixth scholar: 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain; for the former things are passed away 
(Rev. 21: 4). 
Singing Z 

“ The Sweet By and By. 
Address on the Promises of God. 
Singing : ‘ 
“ Every Day and Hour. ’ 
BEMEDICTION.’ 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH 
[First Quarter, 1878.] 


Feb, 3.—Jehoshaphat Reproved__..____-_____ 2 Chron, 19: 1-9 
Feb, 10.—Jehoshaphat Helped of God_........_2 Chron, 20: 14-22 
Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Temple--..-----.2 Chron. 24: 4-13 
Feb, 24.—Uzziah's Pride Paunished............_.2 Chron, 26: 16-23 
March 3.—Ahaz's Persistent Wickedness__._._.2 Chron. 28 : 19-27 
March 10.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign 2 Chron, 29: 1-11 
March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians._......2 Chron. 82: 9-21 
March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance..__.2 Chron. 33: 9-16 
March 31,—Review. 


LESSON 7, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1878. 
Title: JOASH REPAIRING THE TEMPLE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Joash was MINDED TO REPAIR THE HOUSE OF THE 
Lonp.—2 Chron, 24: 4. 


Lesson Topic: Honoring God's House. 





1, Purposing Service, v. 4. 
_ | 2. Enjoining Activity, v. 5-7. 
Outline : 3. Inviting Co-operation, v. 8-9, 
| 4. Gwing and Doing, v. 10-13 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Feb. 11: 2 Curon. 24: 4-13. Honoring God's house. 
Tuesday, Feb.12: 1 Chron. 28: 1-8. Purposing service. 
Wednesday, Feb. 13: 1 Chron. 24 9-21. Enjoining activity. 
Thursday, Feb. 14: 1 Chron. 29: 15. Inviting co-operation. 
Friday, Feb. 15: 1 Chron. 29: 6-19. Giving and doing. 
Saturday, Feb. 16: 2 Chron. 7: 1-7. God's glory iu the iemple 
Sunday, Feb. 17: Haggai 2: 1-9. The latter-day glory. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(2 Chron. 24: 4-13.) 

4. And it came to pass after this, that Joash was minded to 
repair the house of the Lorp. 

5. And he gathered together the priests and the Levites, and 
said to them, Go out unto the cities of Judah, and gather of al! 
Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year 
and see that ye hasten the matter. Howbeit the Levites hastened 
tt not. 

6. And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and said unto 
him, Why hast thou not required of the Levites to bring in out of 
Judah and out of Jerusalem the collection, according to the com 
mandment of Moses the servant of the Lorp, and of the congrega- 
tion of Israel, for the tabernacle of witness ? 

7. For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken 
up the house of God; and also all the dedicated things of the 
house of the Lorp did they bestow upon Baalim. 

8. And at the king’s commandment they made a chest, and set 
it without at the gate of the house of the Lorp. 

9. And they made a proclamation through Judah and Jerusa 
lem, to bring in to the Lorn the collection that Moses the servant 
of God laid upon Israel in the wilderness. 

10. And all the princes and all the people rejoiced, and brought 
in, and east into the chest, until they had made an end 

11. Now it came to pass, that at what time the chest was 
brought unto the king's office by the hand of the Levites, and 
when they saw that there was much money, the king’s scribe and 
the bigh priest's officer came and emptied the chest, and took it 
and carried it to his place again. Thus they did day by day, and 
gathered money in abundance. 

12. And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did the work 
of the service of the house of the Lor», and hired masons and 
carpenters to repar the house of the Lorp, and also such as 
wrought iron and brass to mend the house of the Lorp. 

13, So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected by 
them, and they set the house of God in his state, and strength 
ened it. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron. 24: 4. Repair the house.——Let the 
priests take it to them, every man of his acquaintance: and let 
them repair the breaches of the house, wheresoever any breach 
shall be found. 2 Kings 12: 5. And they put it in the hand 
of the workmen that had the oversight of the house of the Lord, 
to repair and amend the house. 2 Chron. 34: 10, Our God 
hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath extended mercy 
unto us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving 
to set up the house of our God, and to repair the desolations 


thereof, and to give us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem 
9:9 


Ezra 
And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up 
the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the 
desolations of many generations. Isa. 61: 4 


V. 5. Gathering of all Israel.—And Jehoash said to the 
priests, All the money of the dedicated things that is brought 
into the house of the Lord, even the money of every one that 
passeth the account, the money that every one is set at, and all 
the money that cometh into any man’s heart to bring into the 
house of the Lord, let the priests take it to them, every man of 
his acquaintance. 2 Kings 12: 4,5——-And when they came to 
Hilkiah the high-priest, they delivered the money that was 
brought into the house of God, which the Levites that kept the 





doors had gathered of the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of 
all the remnant of Israel, and of all Judah and Benjamin. 2 Chron. 
34: 9. 

Hastened it not. Bat it was so, that in the three and 
twentieth year of king Jehoash the priests had not repaired the 
breaches of the houss. Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the 
priest and the other priests, and said unto them, Why repair ye 
not the breaches of the house? Now therefore receive no more 
money of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the 
house. 2 Kings 12: 6, 7. 

V¥.6. The collection. When thou takest the sum of 
the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give 
every man 4 ransom for his soul unto the Lord, when thou num- 
berest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou 
numberest them. This they shall give, every one that passeth 
among them that are numbered, half ashekel after the shekel 
of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) a half shekel 
shall be the offering of the Lord, Ex. 30: 12, 13. 

The tabernacle of witness, Bat thou shalt appoint 
the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony. Num. 1: 50 
And Moses laid up the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of 
witness. Num. 17: 7. Thou and thy sons with thee shall 
minister before the tabernacle of witness. Num. 18: 2.—— 
Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness. Acts 
7: 44. 


V.7. That wicked woman. The memory of the just 
is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot. Prov. 10: 7. 
—And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his meuth. and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming. 2 Thess. 2: 8.——Notwithstanding 
I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that 
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce my servants, to commit fornication, and to eat things sacri- 
ficed unto idols. Rev. 2: 20. 


Bestow upon Baalim. He forsook God which made 
him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. They pro- 
voked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations 
provoked they him to anger. They sacrificed unto devils, not to 
God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly 
up, whom your fathers feared not. Deut. 32: 15-17.——And 
thon his von, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though 
thou kn west al! this; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord 
of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before 
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives and thy concubines, have 
drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, 
and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, 
nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath ts, and whose 
are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified. Dan. 5: 22, 23. 


V. 8. A chest.—Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and 
bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, on the 
right side as one cometh into the house of the Lord: and the 
priests that kept the door put therein all the money that was 
brought into the house of the Lord. And it was so, when they 
saw that there was much money in the chest, that the king's 
scribe and the high priest came up, and they put up in bags, and 
told the money that was found in the house of the Lord. 2 Kings 
12: 9, 10. And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld 
how the people cast money into the treasury. Mark 12: 41. 

V. 10. Rejoiced. Then the people rejoiced, for that 
they offered willingly, because with perfect heart they offered 
willingly to the Lord: and David the king also rejoiced with 
great joy. 1 Chron. 29: 9. And they, continuing daily with 
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart. Acts 
2: 46 In a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality. 2Cor. 8: 2. 

V. 11. Day by day.——Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come. 1 Cor.16: 2. 

V. 12. Such as did the work. They delivered the 
money that was brought into the house of God, ... and they 
put i¢ in the hand of the workmen that had the oversight of the 
house of the Lord, and they gave it to the workmen that wrought 
in the house of the Lord, to repair and amend the house; even to 
the artificers and builders gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and 
timber for couplings, and to floor the houses which the kings of 
Judah had destroyed. 2 Chron. 34: 9-11. 


V. 13. In his state.——And David said, Solomon my son 
is young and tender, and the house thatis to be builded for the 
Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and glory through. 
out all countries: I will therefore now make preparation for it, 
So David prepared abundantly before his death. 1 Chron. 22: 5. 
— Who ts left among you that saw this house in her first glory? 
And how do ye see it now ? isi¢ not in your eyes in comparison of 
it as nothing? Hag. 2: 3 And as he went out of the temple, 
one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of 
stones and what buildings are here/ And Jesus 


left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down 
Mark 13: 1, 2. 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


Lesson 6 closed with the rejoicings of Jehoshaphat and 


answering said | 
unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be | 








ram, after an eight years’ reign, was followed by his son 
Ahaziah, or Azariah; who in one year was followed by his 
mother Athaliah; who after six years was succeeded by 
Jehoash, or Joash,the youngest and only surviving son of 
Ahaziah. The rulers of Judah thus far, with the length and 
the dates of their respective reigns, are shown in the follow- 
ing tabie: 

Years of Rule. BC 
Rehoboam, 17 975-958 
Abijah, 
Aga, ‘ 
Jehoshaphat 
Jehoram, (or Joram,) 
Ahaziah, (or Azariah,) ; 
Athaliah, (queen,) . , 6 
Jehoash, (or Joash,) . ° ‘ 40 


958-955 


The events of the successive reigns during the period 
between Lessons 6 and 7,a period of forty years, will be 
found 2 Chron. 20: 23-37 ; chapters 21, 22, 23; and chapter 
24: 1-3. See also 1 Kings 22: 44-50: 2 Kings 3: 7-27; 8: 
16-29; chapters 9, 10, 11; and chapter 12: 1-16. The 
kings of Israel daring this period were Joram and Jehu. 
The drift of events under each ruler in Judah may be 
sketched thus: 

1. Jehoshaphat, after the defeat of allied armies, enjoyed 
peace for the rest of his reign. He aided Jehoram, king of 
Israel, in asuccessful attack on Moab ; and made an unsuc- 
ceesful attempt to renew maritime commerce by way of the 
Red Sea. His death occurred B. C. 889, but for three years 
previous to this time, Jehoram, his son, had reigned in con- 
junction with him 

2. Jehoram reigned with his father for three years (com- 
pare 2 Kings1: 17; 8:16). At his father’s death, B. C. 
889, he began to reign alone, his conjoint and personal sway 
extending some eight years. His marriage with Athaliah, 
the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, committed him to 
Baal-worship, and to the rites of Ashtoreth, into which 
Judah followed him. As a punishment, which Elisha 
in a written message to the king predicted, his house 
was cut off, and he himself died a wretched death, after losing 
many of his best possessions. 

3. Ahaziah reigned but one year. He made a league with his 
uncle Jehoram, king of Israel, against Ramoth-gilead, from 
which Jehoram returned wounded to Jezreel, whither Aha- 
ziah went to visit him. Meanwhile the army had crowned 
Jehu king of Israel, by whose hand both these kings were 
promptly slain. 

4, Athaliah, the widow of Jehoram and queen-mother of 
Judah, on hearing of her son’s death, slew all the seed- 
royal of Judah, except Joash, the youngest son of Ahaziah, 
a new-born infant, who was concealed by his aunt. Atha- 
liah usurped the crown for six years, when Joash, then but 
seven years of age, was proclaimed king, and she was slain. 

5. Joash was the sole survivor of the family of David. 
Guided by his early guardian, Jehoiada the high-priest, he 
walked faithfully in God’s ways, though the idolatrous wor- 
ship of his people was not entirely checked. During the 
sway of Athaliah the temple had been plundered of its ves- 
sels and in part demolished, that the temple and service of 
Baal might so be enriched. In conjunction with Jehoiada, 
Joash undertook to repair these damages, as is shown in the 
lesson now in hand. 

The real hero of this period was Jehoiada the high-priest. 
His wife, Jehoshabeath, was a princess, being the daughter of 
King Jehoram, sister of King Ahaziah, and consequently 
aunt of Joash. By these godly persons Joash was con- 
cealed until he became seven years of age, when, arrange- 
ments for his coronation being complete, Jehoiada carried 
out this ceremony with becoming pomp. (See 2 Chron. 22: 
11,12; 23: 1-21; 2 Kings 11: 1-21.) While Jehoiada 
lived, he was sufficiently influential with Joash to secure his 
fidelity to God, and his zeal in all good works (2 Chron. 24: 
1-3). The proceeds of the collection for repairs sufficed to 
fully equip the renovated house (verse 14) ; and finally 
Jehoiada died full of years and of honors (verges 15, 16). 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(4.) And it came to pass after this, that Joash was minded 
to renew the house of Jehovah. (5) And he assembled the 
priest and the Levites, and said to them, Go out to the cities 


| of Judah, and collect from all Israel money to repair the 
| house of your God, from year to year; and do ye hasten the 


| matter. 


And the Levites did not hasten it. (6) And the 
king called Jehoiada the chief, and said to him, Why hast 
thou not required of the Levites to bring in from Judah and 
from Jerusalem the tax of Moses the servant of Jehovah on 
the congregation of Israel for the tabernacle of the testi- 


his people over the complete discomfiture of the forces allied | mony? (7) For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, 


against them. That event occurred B. C. 


896, some! broke up the house of God, and also all the consecrated 


four years previous to the death of Jehoshaphat, and the | things of the house of Jehovah they bestowed on the Baalim. 
accession to the throne of his son Jehoramor Joram. Jeho-' (8.) And the king commanded, and they made a chest, and 
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set it at the gate of the houseof Jehovah, outside. (9.) And 
they made proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem, 
to bring in to Jehovah the tax of Moses the servant of God 


on Israel in the wilderness. (10) And all the princes and 
all the people rejoiced, and they brought in and cast into the 
chest, till it was full. (11.) And when the chest was brought 
into the king's keeping by the hand of the Levites, and they 
saw that there was much money the king's scribe and the 
chief priest's officer came, and they emptied the chest, and took 
it, and returned it to its place. So they did from day to day, 
and they collected money in abundance. (12.) And the king 
and Jehoiada gave it to those who did the work of the ser- 
vice of the house of Jehovah; and they hired masons and 
carpenters to renew the house of Jehovah, and also workers 
in iron and bronze to repair the house of Jehovah. (13) 
And the workers wrought, and the work of repairing went 
on in their hands ; and they set up the house of God accord- 
ing to its proportions, and strengthened it. 
NOTES, 


The accession of Joash represents a counter-revolution, 
which may be compared with the restoration of Charles II. 
of England, not in the political and religious principles 
involved, but in the quiet that marked the movement. Under 
the infinence of the house of Omri, especially of Athaliah, 
Jehoram and Ahaziah, the successors of Jehoshaphat, had fos- 
tered Baalism in Judah, so that the worship of Jehovah bad 
fallen into neglect. On the death of herson Ahaziah, Athaliah 
displaying the boldness and vigor that characterized her 
mother Jezabel, seized on the government, put to death, asshe 
thought, all the royal family, and reigned for six years, the 
only woman that ever sat on the throne of David. A female 
sovereign was, however, not so strange a fact to the Hebrews ; 
Deborah had been a judge of Israel, a queen of Sheba had 
visited Solomon, women sometimes ruled in Egypt, and Dido 
of Tyre was not far removed in time from Athaliah. Of the 
details of the latter’s reign we know nothing except that she 
favored Baalism. She was wrong in supposing that she had 
gotten rid of all the seed-royal; the infant Joash had been 
hid and saved by his aunt Jehosheba, and secretly brought 
up by her and her husband Jehoiada, the high-priest, for six 
years. Then followed the almost bloodless restoration. 
Jehoiada’s prudent arrangements secured the acknowledg- 
ment of the young king by thepeople; Athaliah’s adherents 
were overawed, and she and the Baal-priest Mattan were, so far 
as the account informs us, the only victims of the revolution, 
Jehoiada’s success was complete, and a religious reformation 
went hand in hand with the political ; the worship of Jeho- 
vah was restored, and the infant king submitted for some 
time to the guidance of his uncle. Compare the parallel 
narrative to our lesson in 2 Kings 12: 4-16. 


Verse 1.—A/ter this. It does not appear from the history 
in what year Joash undertook the work of repairing the 
temple. In 2 Kings 12: 6 it is stated that in his twenty- 
third year the work had already been going on some time, 
so that we may suppose it began about his twentieth year, 
when he was twenty-seven yearsold. From the expression, 
he was minded, it may be inferred that the restoration of the 
temple was his own motion, and not the euggestion of some 
of his advisers, as Jehoiada. Why the high-priest had 
allowed twenty years to pass without suggesting this work 
to his ward, we cannot tell. But the young king now takes 
an independent position as religious reformer, though it is 
probable that his religious opinions had been moulded by the 
high-priest. It may be inferred from 2 Kings 12: 2,3, that 
he had already occupied himself with restoring the worship 
of Jehovah (itis to be noted that neither the king nor the 
priest objected to the high-place worship), but now for the 
first time his attention is turned to the condition of the tem- 
ple. The necessity for its “renewal” is explained below in 
verse 7, 
Verse 2—It would seem that both the royal treasury and 
that of the temple were exhausted, though twenty years had 
elapsed since the death of Athaliah, under whom, it may be 
assumed, the temple of Jehovah accumulated no treasure. 
Whatever the reason, the king calls for a special collection to 
defray the expenses of the repairing. To provide for this 
collection he assembled the priests and the Levites ; Kings men- 
tions priests only, but the Levites would naturally take part 
in the work. They were to go out and collect money from 
al! Israed, that is, from the southern kingdom, here called 
“ Israel” as being the true theocratic representative of the 
whole nation (see note on chapter 12: 1). In Kings the 
account is slightly different: the priests (2 Kings 12: 4, 5) 
are to receive the money brought to the temple (two classes 
of offering are mentioned, vow-money and free-will offerings), 
and apply it to the repairs. According to Chronicles, they 
are not merely to receive, but to go out and aek, as a quicker 
way of collecting; this collection was in addition to the 
ordinary temple-offerings spoken of in Kings.—Joash added 
an injunction to the priests and Levites to hasten the matter, 
which, however, they did not do; after waiting some time, 


the king found (2 Kings 12: 6) that the work of restoration 
had not been begun. The explanation of this delay proba- 


inefficient administration of the public money (for they were 
afterwards entrusted with the funds, 2 Kings 12: 9), but the 
difficalty of determining what part of the money should be 
appropriated to the repairs, and what to the support of the 
priests and the ordinary temple-expenses. In truth, Joash 
had set the priests a hard task: he required them to take 
the funds for repairing out of their own income, and they 
not unnaturally found difficulty in settling the proportions. 


Verse 6.—The king called Jchoiada the chief. Kings has: 
“ Jehoiada the priest, and the (other) priests,” indicating a 
smaller distinction of rank between Jehoiada and the others 
The king claims all of them, probably on the ground above 
mentioned. — Why hast thou not required of the Levites # liter- 
ally, “made inquisition concerning” them.—The tux oy 
Moses. As is stated above, Kings mentions two sorts of con- 
tributions to the temple treasury (if we render the first 
clause in 2 Kings 12: 4, “ current money”), vow-money and 
free gifts; but the reference here may be to the half-sheke! 
poll-tax (Ex. 30: 13), which may perhaps be meant also in 
the first clause of 1 Kings 12: 4. The translation: tar... 
(laid) on the congregation is justified by the similar phrase in 
verse 9; the rendering of our authorizsd version cannot be got- 
ten from the Hebrew, and the Septuagint translation, while 
it supposes the present Hebrew text, is not allowable; the 
Vulgate understands it in the same way as the rendering 
here given. The epithet servant of Jehovah is usedof Moses 
twice in Deuteronomy, eleven times in Joshua (where it is 
also used twice of Joshua), once in 2 Kings, twice in 
2 Chronicles (‘‘ servant of God’’ is used once in 1 Chronicles, 
and once in 2 Chronicles ), in the sense that he was a special 
instrument and interpreter of the God of Israel.—The ordi 
nary designation of the sacred tent of the Israelites is * tab- 
ernacle of meeting or assembly ” (“ tabernacle of the congre- 
gation” in the English authorized version), the place wnere 
God met his people; rarely it is called, as here, tabernacle of 
the testimony, that is, the place of deposit of Jehovah's 
“testimony” or declaration of law, namely, the Decalogue 
or its equivalent, in the ark (Ex 25: 16). 


Verse 7.—The reading proposed by some, “ Athaliah . . . 
and her sons” instead of the sons of Athaliah, is doubtful, 
but the sense is the same in both readings; not only her 
sons, Ahaziah and his brothers, but also the queen herself, 
doubtless stripped the temple of Jehovah in order to enrich 
that of Baal. The injuries inflicted were of two sorts: they 
broke up the house of God, defaced it, and probably tore down 
a part of it (v. 13), e1ther in wanton destruction, or to get 
the materials ; and all the consecrated things, the vessels of 
gold and silver used in the service of the house (v. 14) they 
bestowed on the Baalim,—the various forms of the god 
Baal. 


Verse 8 —And the king commanded. 2 Kings 12: 9 ascribes 
it to Jehoiada, who, no doubt, acted by the king’s orders. 
They mate a chest. The attempt to raise the money through 
the priests having failed, it was determined to make a sepa- 
rate fund for the repairs ; the chest and the mode of collec- 
tion are described in 2 Kings 12: 9. It is clear that the 
priests were not suspected of embezzlement,for the chest. money 
passed through their hands. According to Kings, the chest 





necessarily every day, but from time to time, as often as the 
chest became full. 


Verse 12.—And the king and Jewoiada gave it. The promi- 
nence given to the king throughout this narrative is note- 
worthy: he originates the plans, watches, blames, controls 
the priests, and is everywhere the inspiring and guiding 
mind. In Kings the disbursement of the funds is attributed 
to the officers, but, of course, under the eye of the king and 
the priest. The money first passed into the hands of those 
who did the work of the service (in the Hebrew, singular col- 
lective: “the doer (doers) of the work"’), who, in the parallel 
passage in (2 Kings 12; 11) are explained as those who were 
entrusted with the oversight of the work, workmasters, or 
overseers. These overseers then hired and paid out the 
money (verse 11), to the artisans below mentioned. The 
“work of the service’ is merely a fuller expression for 
‘ work,” —it is work expended in the service of the temple.— 
Bronze; see note on chapter 12: 10.—The difference in mean- 
ing between renew, renovate, and repair, strengthen, is imma- 
terial. 

Verse 13.— The work of repairing went on. Literally : ‘the 
repair (healing) of the work went on.” So in Neh. 4:1: 
‘ Sanballat heard that the repair of the walls was going 
on,” succeeding ; and in Jer. 30: 17+ “I will cause thy heal- 
ing to goon.”’ There was a prosperous advance in the work 
ot the restoration of the temple.—They set up the house of 
God according to itsproportions ; that is, according to its former 
and proper proportions, the form given it by Solomon. 
Whether Joash repaired the damages of time (more than a 
century had elapsed since the temple was built), as well as 
the injuries of Athaliah and her son, is not said. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Joash was minded to repair the house of the Lord (v. 4). If 
a house of the Lord was worth building in the first place, it 
is worth keeping in repair. If it is dilapidate or ill- 
furnithed, it ought to be renovated. One who has the spirit 
of Joash onght to have Joash’s mind on this point. Having 
a mind to do a thing isn't doing it, but it is a good start 
toward it. No man is hkely to do a good thing until its 
doing is in his mind, and his mind is on its doing. Whenhe 
has a mind to do it, he is in a hopeful frame. Does the 
house of the Lord where you worship need repairing? If 
so, are you minded to repair it? 


He...said,... Goowt...and... gather... money 
to repair the house of your God (v. 5). If the Lord's people 
will not give without being asked to do so, they ought to 
be asked. Asking for the Lord’s cause is not selfish asking. 
It is asking nothing more than is due. God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver. He loves free-will offerings. But if men will not 
give cheerfully and voluntarily, it is right to bring a fair 
pressure upon them to give as a matter of duty. A ministe 
should not be afraid of urging his people to contribute to the 
Lord's cause. A superintendent in any Sunday-school— 
mission as well as church school—ought to feel that training 
scholars to give is as fairly his work as training them to 





was placed “ beside the altar, {of burnt-offering,] on the right 
as one entered the house of Jehovah,’ whence it would natu- 
rally be supposed that it stood in the middle of the court; our 
text, however, states that it was outside. 


Verse 9.—This statement, like the similar one in verse 5, 
is not found in Kings. The taz is explained in the note on 
verse 6. 


the king’s resolution to re-establish the national sanctuary. 
Till it was full, literally “up to completing,” till they had 
completed one round of contributions, that is, had filled the 
chest. This was done repeatedly, as is stated in the next 
verse, £0 that the “ completing” here is not to be understood 
of the final finishing of the contributions, as would seem to 
be implied in the rendering of the English authorized ver- 
sion: “until they had made an end.” 


Verse 11—The process of taking up and counting the 
money is minutely detailed here and in 2 Kings 12: 10 
The statement, the chest was brought into the king's keep- 
ing (not in Kings), ought properly, it would seem, to stand 
atter: they saw that there was much money. It was when 
they saw that the chest was about full that they would take 
it to the king, in order, for greater security, to open it and 
count the money under his eye, or that of his officer. Render 
the king's keeping or charge, not “ office.” Thus, the chroni 
cler makes the additional statement that the chest was not 
opened at the temple gate, but carried to the palace, or to 
some place belonging to the king. The king’s scribe was 
probably royal treasurer. With him acted, according to 
Kings, the high-priest himself; according to our text, an 
officer of the high- priest; what the officer did might properly 
be ascribed to his superior.—They emptied. The “they” 
may refer to the officers, or to the Levites,—the officers did it 
through the Levites, and the Levites did it by order of the 





bly is, not dishonesty on the part of the priests, nor even 


officers. This process they repeated from day to day,—not 


Verse 10.—Rejoiced. Popular enthusiasm was excited by 


pray. And whoever is sent out as a collector of money for 
the Lord’s cause may feel 1s in a line of work which was 
honorable for priests and Lavites as long ago as the days of 
King Joash. 

He... said... Sce that ye hasten the matter, 
the Levites hastened tt not. ‘He gives twice who gives 
quickly.” And he collects twice—twice as much and twice 
as easily—who collects quickly. A great many good enter- 
prises fall through because they are not pushed in good 
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season. How many plans for a monument to some good 
man, or for a fund to support his family, or for the endow- 
ment of an educational or charitable institution, or for the 
building, or enlarging, or repairing a church, come to naught 
because those who were minded—or those who are reminded 
—to attend to the matter postpone attention to it a little 
too long. Public interest in the thing diminishes, or a panic 
comes on, or the men who would have given most or have 
done most move away, or fail in businees, or die; and the 
favorable time for carrying the project through never comes 
back again. And in how many matters of personal refor- 
mation, or in the greatest of ail personal decisions, a man 
loses everything through not hasting to do what he has 
purposed or has been called to do. In everything that 
needs to be done, “ now is the accepted time” for its doing. 


If the 
If she is 
Here is a 


The sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman (v. 7). 
mother is wrong, her children are likely to be. 
right there is reason to have hope for them. 
lesson to mothers. They live not for themselves alone, but 
for their children. They can live forever in the noble lives 
and the blessed work of their children, whom they have loved 
and lived for and inspired and trained; or they may come 
short of all this through their misimprovement of their 
glorious opportunity. Here is a lesson also for teachers who 
have in charge the children of a wicked mother. The influ- 
ence of that mother must be neutralized, or her children will 
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follow in her steps. It is ead indeed if children who are 
ill-taught at home fail of faithful teaching in Sunday-school. 
All the dedicated things of the house of the Lord did they 
bestow upon Baalim (y. 7). This was a shameful act of prof- 
anation. Well would it be if it had never been repeated. 
The Christian believer and all that he is or has are dedicated 
unto the Lord. If he or any of his possessions are by his 
consent found elsewhere than in the Lord's service, he is 
following the example of the sons of Athaliah. A Chris- 
tian's body is“ the temple of the Holy Ghost.” If it is 
given a willing place among the godless, or in scenes of dis- 
sipation, or vile surroundings, it is bestowed upon Baalim. 
And if a Christian devotes any portion of his money, his 
time, his influence, his talents, to the interests of those who 
are at enmity with the Lord, he is bestowing the dedicated 
things of the Lord upon false gods. 
They made a chest, and set it 
house of the Lord (y.8). A contribution box should always 
be one of the attractions of the Lord’s house. We ought 
to go to church togive as well as to get. Ifthere is one 
time in all the world when eordid selfiehness is out of place, 
it is when we present ourselves before the Lord as his ser- 
vants, to show to him our love and fidelity, and to give him 
evidence that we and our possessions belong unreservedly to 
him. Praying and singing in a church mean but little 
from a person who is unwilling to give anything into 
the Lord’s treasury. Paying pew-rent is not a sufficient gift. 
The Jews gave more than the equivalent of that in the tithes 
which they paid to the Lord’s ministers as apart from their 
voluntary offerings for temple repairs. In making choice of 
achurch home, it 18 well to look out for one where the con- 
tribution box is always open and always prominent. 


at the gate of the 


All the people rejoiced, ana brought in, and cast into the 
chest (v.10). There is nothing which gives men greater 
enjoyment in a good work than having a share in it. Those 
pereons who take part in a prayer-meeting or a teachers’- 
meeting are surest to think that “it was a real good meet- 
ing.” Father Chidlaw, of Ohio, tells of an old woman in 
a back district of his mission field, who was loath to give 
anything for the purchase of a bell for a new church they 
had builded. She eaid that bells were always a nuisance. 
At last, however, she was induced to subscribe five dollars 
for the purpose, and the bell was duly swung. Whenshe first 
heard its ringing she said, “I’ve always declared that I didn’t 
like bells; but I will say that that is the sweetest sounding 
bell I ever heard.” “Ah!” said Mr, Chidlaw, “ with every 
sound of that bellshe heard the jingle of her five dollars,” 
Children who helped to build the several missionary 
brigs had a new and glad interestin the mission work thus 
forwarded. One of the best ways of attaching people to 
any good cause is by getting them to pay something towards 
its support. If you want to increase the joy of the people 
who attend your church or Sunday-school, press them for 
contributions in its behalf. 

So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected by 
them (v.13). But it must not be understood that they 
deserved all the credit for the work. The king first had 
it in his mind to repair the temple. He started the priests 
and Levites at the gathering of contributions to pay for it. 
The princes and all the people shared in giving the money 
which was needed. The king's scribe and the high-priest’s 
deputy took charge of the contributions when they were 
gathered. Then the kingand the chief priests called in the 
help of the priests and the Levites, and the masons and the 
carpenters, and the workers in iron and brass; and every- 
thing else being ready, all the workmen took hold in right 
good earnest, ‘‘and the work was perfected by them.” The 
labors of all, from the king to the humblest carpenter, 
were essential to thesuccess of the great undertaking. It is 
not for any worker in the Lord's cause anywhere to say 
that he has of himself done any goodthing. At the best he 
is only one of many agents in the perfecting of God’s plans. 
No minister can rightly say that he has built up his church ; 
no superintendent can truly affirm that he has made his Sun- 
day-school what it is; no teacher can properly claim the 
exclusive credit of the training ofhis class, or the conversion 
of his scholars ; no parent, even, is entitled to insist that he 
has done the full work of bringing up aright his own children; 
no liberal giver deserves the reputation of furnishing the 
entire means of making the enterprise which he aids a suc- 
cess. In all these things the different givers and doers are 
“fellow-helpers to the truth,” and “laborers together with 
God.” To God belongs all the glory. 


The article by Professor Phelps, on this lesson, will be 
found on the second page.—Tue Eprror.} 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 
In this lesson the primary teacher must not be restricted 
to the selected verses if the children are to be interested in 


king Joash and his work, for the story of his childhood is 
too interesting to be omitted. It can be given in narrative 





form, using review questions on previous lessons at such | 
time as they may naturally connect with the teachings of 
this one. 

Our story to-day is of another king, named Joash. What 
is the name of the Bible-king who sent teachers among all | 
his people? After good king Jehoshaphat died, there were | 
some very wicked kings, and some dreadful things were done. | 
Joash was a great-grandson of Jehoshaphat. 

When Joash was just as old as thousands of the children 
who are hearing about him to-day, just seven years old, a | 
good priest named Jehoiada set him on a throne before the | 
people. He had companies of soldiers all around him armed | 
with spears and shields to keep the little boy safe, and the | 
priest and his sons anointed him king, while the people were | 
so glad and happy they clapped their hands and shouted, | 
“God save the king!” 

A queen heard the music and the shouts, andeame to see | 
what it all meant. There she saw the little boy in the | 
midst of the crowd at the gate of the temple, and the priesta 
and princes and singers, and men with trumpets; and she 
knew they had made a new king, and she cried out— 
“Treason.” The priest Jehoiada called the captains and the | 
soldiers, and when she had gone away from the temple as | 
far as the gate where the horses came in by the king’s house, 
they killed her. After that, all the crowd camein a great 
procession away from the temple and through the high gate 
to the king’s house, and set the new king on the throne of 
the kingdom of Judah. That was the way Joash was made 
king; and all the people were glad and the city was quiet 
after the queen had been killed. 

Who was the queen? In our lesson she is called “ that 
wicked woman.” Do you remember that King Jehoshaphat 
had to be reproved because he helped the ungodly? Doyou 
remember that he married his son, only a boy, to the 
daughter of a wicked king? Oh, how one sin will bring a 
whole train of trouble, and so many more sins that they 
cannot be counted! That wicked king’s daughter was the 
very same woman who was murdered by the king's gate, for 
she herself had been a murderer many times. She made her 
husband so wicked that he killed all his brothers, that he 
might be king himself. After him, his son was king, and he 
was wicked; there is one dreadful verse that tells us that 
“his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly.” Does it 
not make you sad to think of such a wicked mother? 

He was only king a year when he was killed; and then the 
cruel, proud woman tried to kill all his children, so that she 
might be queen herself. She thought she had killed them 
all, but the sister of the dead king got the youngest child 
and hid him away. She was the wife of the good priest 
Jehoiada, and they lived inside the grounds of the temple; so 
in one of the bed-chambers she hid little Joash with a nurse 
to take care of him. There he lived and grew safe for six 
years, and the wicked woman was queen. While Joash was 
a little boy, the good priest taught him of God and his com- 
mandments; of Moses, and how he had taught the people to 
worship God and bring gifts and sacrifices for his service. 
At the time of our lesson to-day, Joash was a grown man, 
and had resolved to do something which our golden text tells 
of. What was that? 

Don’t you think Joash loved the temple? That had been 
the home where his life was saved, and there the good priest 
had been to him a father. What was Joash going to do to 
the temple? Meaning of “repair”? Why did it need to be 
repaired? It had been broken down; the people had not 
loved and cared for it as they ought, and the wicked queen 
had even had the stones taken away to build a temple to 
Baal, and the beautiful vessels made of gold and silver for 
God's service carried off or used in heathen worship. Joash 
determined to have the temple put in perfect order. If you 
wanted to buy new stones and hire workmen, bricklayers 
and carpenters, to make a house as good as new, what would 
you need to do it with? Money, to be sure, enough of it; 
so did King Joash. 

First, he asked the Levites to gather money each year out 
of all the cities to repair the temple, but they had not done 
it. Then the king called for good old Jehoiada, and asked 
why he had not made the Levites bring the collection for 
the temple just as they were taught to do in the time of 
Moses for the tabernacle they had in the wilderness before 
the temple was built. What does it mean to take a collec- 
tion? The king hada plan to have everybody help. He 
knew if they all gave some of their own money to build the 
temple again, they would love it better, and feel that they 
had some share in it. He had a money-box made, with a 
hole in the lid to drop money in, and he put it up just out- 
side the gate of the temple. Then he sent word to all the 
people in Jerusalem, and all through his kingdom, where 
they would see the new box, what it was for, and asked 
every one to bring some money and drop it in, just as much 
and as often as they could,so they might obey God, and 
make his temple as good as when it was new. 

By way of illustration, instead of bringing a new savings- 
bank, just show the usual missionary box, with which they 
are, or ought to be, so familiar. Next to the teacher's Bible, 
there should be no object in the primary-room in which 





children feel they have a share more surely than the box where 
their own little fingers drop in their savings and their earn- 


ings. Let the box itself be attractive in appearance, let it 


be regularly presented, its object, the need and purpose of 
your plans of benevolence, plainly, simply given, and you 
will find that little children can understand and practice 
conscientious giving as part of worship; and you may be 
sure that He who accepted the widow's mite looks lovingly 
on your mission box where in his sight little hands and 
hearts have “ perfected praise.” 

The liberality and power of the church to carry forward 
broad schemes of benevolence, to deepen and open channels 
for Christian work and influence in the next half-century, 
yes, for all time, depends much upon the fidelity of the 
teaching of the present time upon this very subject; and 
the time for scholars to form fixed habits of real beneficence 
is while they are in the primary department. As soon as a 
child can understand the feeling of ownership, it can be 
taught the luxury of giving. 

In all the writing upon primary clas-es this is a subject 
almost forgotten, though sometimes hinted at; but the limits 
of a lesson and an example of giving, will not now allow, 
even ‘‘ between the lines,” more than a suggestion for thought 
and action on the part of teachers. The children will surely 
be interested in hearing of the glad gifts of the people,—how 
they dropped in their money, not pennies nor nickels, nor 
bills made of paper, but pieces of silver. The box was filled 
very often, and then it was emptied into a bag; they had 
many bag; filled, and each bag marked to show how much 
money was in it. 

King Joash and the priests kept on getting money until 
they had enough; then they hired masons and carpenters to 
do the work. They did not go in debt, and hire work they 
could not pay for; they would not offer to God a house that 
was not honestly their own, nor worship in a building that 
belonged to the men who built it, while the wives and 
children of the masons and carpenters were hungry because 
they had not been paid the money fairly earned. No, it 
was all paid for; the people gave it gladly; they used it 
wisely and carefully, for it was God's money, given to him 
for his house and his service. They had enough to make 
the house new again, and to make new vessels of gold and 
silver to use in the offerings in the temple. You can use the 
practical lessons so plainly taught by this example as you 
best know to be fitting for your own class; but do not forget 
to enforce them, and most of all that God looks at the motive 
which prompts the gift, and accepts not in proportion to its 
money value, but as he sees the heart from which it comes. 
For this the Master Teacher has given us an example. Tell 
how he once sat where he could see the box on the temple 
wall and watched the gifts cast in; tell of the rich casting in 
much, and of the words he said of the poor farthing of the 
widow, which was all her living, and that she cast in more 
than they all. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 





Judah to be canvassed for money. 
Order of the king delayed. 
Athaliah’s idolatry. 

Success of the collection. 

House of the Lord repaired. 
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ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


“Baalim” in verse 7, is strictly the plural of Baal; but it 
means either the different shrines of the same Baal, or the 
different gods of neighboring nations, many of whom bore 
the name of Baal, though of different reputed characters. 
The Phoenicians, next neighbors to the Jews, as appears 
almost established by the latest researches, were free to call 
every one of their male deities Baal (the word as a common 
noun means lord or master), and every one of their female 
deities Astarte. The strictest meaning of “ Baalim,” there- 
fore, would seem to be male deities (of that name, at least) of 
the surrounding nations. Yet Baal was sometimes repre- 
sented as feminine. This is the case several times in the 
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Septuagint, and once in the New Testament, namely, Romans 
11: 4. In this last-mentioned place our English version 
renders it ‘the image of Baal;” our translators adopting 
an explanation common at the time, which took Baal to be 
masculine, and supposed the word for image (feminine in 
Greek) to be understood with the feminine article. But 
later research has shown the other explanation—which 
indeed our translators could not have been ignorant of—to 
be the true one. 

The following extract from Oppert’s translation—the beat 
of about forty different ones—of the Phenician inscription 
on the sarcophagus of Esmunazar, king of Sidon in the fourth 
century B. C., shows several of the ideas stated abova : 

“ForI...and my mother Amastarte, the priestess of 
Astarte, our mistress, the Queen; the daughter of king 
Esmunazar, king of the two Sidons: it is we who built the 
temple of the gods, and the temple of Astaroth, on the sea- 
side Sidon, and have placed there the images of the Astaroth, 
as we are eanctifiers [of the gods]. And it is we who have 
built the temple of Esmun, and the sanctuary of the Pur- 
pleshells River on the mountain, and have placed there his 
image, as we are sanctifiers [of the gods]. And it is we who 
have built the temples of the gods of the two Sidons, in the 
sea-side Sidon, the temple of Baal Sidon and the temple of 
Astarte who bears the name of this Baal. May in future 
the Lords of the Kings give us Dora and Japhia, the fertile 
corn-lands which are in the plain of Saron, and may they 
annex it to the boundary ef the land, that it may belong to 
the two Sidons forever.” 

The foregoing extract shows the estimate in which Astarte 
(called misiress or lady, and queen) and Baal were held. 
It also mentions Baal-Sidon, which may be the great Baal, 
or a peculiar protector of Sidon. Esmunazar’s mother's 
name is also suggestive: Am-Astarte, that is, mother [is] 
Astarte. It also mentions one “ high place.” 

Though not strictly a part of the matter of the lesson, it is 
also to be remarked that Dor and Joppa (Japhia) are men- 
tioned as in the plain of Saron or Sharon; which is thus 
shown to have extended along the coast toward Mt. Carmel. 

Another recent fruit of research in the same direction is 
the discovery, within the last three years, of astelé or 
monumental pillar, with sculptures and a Phonician inscrip- 
tion at Jebail, the biblical Gebal, or the Byblos of the 
Greeks and Romans. The stone reveals much interesting 
matter which there is not space here to discuss or notice. 
The date of the stone is from three to five hundred years 
later than that of our lesson. Yehawmelek, king of Gebal, 
is invoking his mistress, Baalath-Gebal, who established his 
dynasty, and to whom he has erected an altar of brass, a sculp- 
tured gate and gateway, a portico with columns and roof, 
because ‘‘ when I invoked my lady Baalath-Gebal she heard 
my prayer and made for me delight.” ‘ May she,” he goes 
on “preserve his life; may she prolong his days and his 
years over Grebal in a reign of righteousness,” and so on. 

The “high places” linger to this day, in the shape of holy 
shrines at which the people worship ; but generally they 
are the tomb or cenotaph of some prophet or reputed holy 
man. 

“See that ye hasten the matter” is an injunction always 
needed, and peculiarly needed, in the East. Everything 
there is delayed and prolonged: time isin general of no 
value: haste is only crowding so much more labor and 
trouble into our allotted time. ‘ Bukra,” to-morrow, is the 
answer to any urgent request to hasten or finish a thing; 
and “to-morrow” is only an Oriental hyperbole, nowsettled 
into an every-day term, for any indefinite future time. One 
day 1s like another: there is no reason why a given thing 
should be done on one day rather than another. An 
appointment for a particular hour means any hour not ear- 
lier, with the understanding that the next day will do as 
well, and if not, no matter. The inconvenience of such 
ideas and practice is beyond sufferance to an Occidental. 
Only steamships and railways have had power to give the 
Orientals a just idea of the value of time. The strict disci- 
pline of the various foreign schools do now help the rising 
generation in some degree; but the existence of an hour for 
closing mails that must go by steamer orby French diligence, 
has been more effective in conveying to the Oriental mind 
the idea of time and its value than anything else. Where 
there is also a railway, as at Smyrna or in Egypt, the 
improvement is still more marked. 

So far, then, from supposing that the Levites were epecially 
culpable in the fact that they “hastened it not,” it seems 
altogether natural; and a contrary record might throw 


doubts on their fidelity to the king, or on their Eastern patri- 
otism. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON, 


Honortye Gop’s House —It was the great work of the 
pope Julius the Second and his successors to bring col- 
lections from all parts of the world and lay them down at 
the feet of the architects who were employed in build- 
ing St. Peter's at Rome. Michel Angelo and ‘Raphael 





spent their lives in planning for this basilica, which is one 
of the great wonders of the world. Empires have risen and 
fallen, centuries have passed by, generations have come and 
gone, and yet this central purpose of the Church of Rome, 
to honor God in its grandest of all temples, has never fallen 
to the ground until it has been accomplished. 

People who would not allow plated silver-ware for their 
tables, or ragged carpets on their floors, or mortgages and 
debts upon their houses, will suffer all these things in their 
churches. Kimball the debt-raiser is teaching people to 
honor God's house, by showing them how to pay their 
debts. 

Purrostne Service.—The battle is half done when the 
will is aroused. The war between Russia and Turkey has 
brought to light the hidden history of that wonderful little 
state, Montenegro. The Montenegrins have been the enemy 
of the Turks for centuries. They have always defied them, 
and have never yet been conquered. Their fortresses in the 
mountains have never surrendered to the Turks. And this 
has been because through all this time they have ever kept 
it before their children that the Turks were their natural 
enemies for life, and that from their early days all the male 
inhabitants were to be devoted to the service of their eoun- 
try, ready, atany moment, for action. 

A shuttle in a loom is of no use if the threads are twisted 
and if the steam is turned off. Nothing can bemore useless. 
It has no motive-power to make it go, and no clear field for 
it to fly back and forth in. But now clear the threads, 
arrange the loom, fasten the thread to the restless shuttle, 
and turn the steam on, and is it possible to find a better 
picture of a purpose and a service than the busy loom pre- 
sents with its active little agent running to and fro? 

Enxsorntne Acrrviry.—Quickened life makes power. 
When the firemen down in the furnace-rooms of the ocean 
steamers open the doors to throw in more coals, it is to give 
the screw power to bore its way through the opposing forces 
of the gale. “Why don’t your drive jyour engine?” called 
out a conductor to an engineer, from the open door of the 
baggage-car ; “ you are losing time every minute.” “Give 
me the coal,” replied the engineer, “and we'll go fast enough ; 
but I haven’t fuel enough to boil another bucket full of 
water ; and there’s no go when there’s no steam up.” 


Action MAKES Lire.—Some time ago the children in a 
school-house in the country were complaining of the cold 
room and their hard lessons. It was getting near Christmas 
time, and they could think of nothing but Christmas trees 
and Santa Claus; and they couldn’t study. At last the 
teacher said, ‘‘ Now let us all go out in the woods and hunt 
the boughs and branches for the school, and look out if we can 
find the right tree.” The children were delighted; their 
minds were occupied, their bodies were active; and though the 
snow was on the ground, and a fire was in the school-house, 
it seemed warmer out of doors than indoors, because there 
was a happy purpose and a willing service to occupy their 
thoughts. 

Invitina Co-opEration.—A beaver alone could never 
build the dams that they make across streams; but they 
build in company, and in this way succeed in their plans. 
The locusts go forth in bands ; the water-fowl along our coast 
in October fly tothe south, not singly, but in strings of 
hundreds. The coral-insects build their reefs in the Pacific 
Ocean not by isolated individual effort, but by concerted 
acticn. 

When the first gun was fired at Lexington which brought 
on the war of the Revolution, it was not necessary to send 
out paid agents to alarm the country. The blow had been 
struck, the war was begun; every one was willing and 
ready to help in carrying the news. Bells were rung, bon- 
fires were lighted, beacons were established at night, and 
“ the people had a mind to work”—for their country. 


Grivixe AnD Dorne.—A whirligig machine is turned by a 
crank, and people get on the wooden horses and lions which 
are fastened on beams, and move round and round the man in 
the middle who turns the crank. It looks as if the riders 
were doing al] the work, as they say “ Get up,” and whip 
their horses. But it is in reality the man in the middle who 
makes all the horses go at all, by putting his strength into 
the wheels and cogs. In the same way we see sometimes a 
toy wood-sawyer, or a man turning acrank. You take the 
man and place him over the stove, or over the gaslight, "and 
his arms go round and round, and it seems very much as if 
he was doing a great deal of hard work. But in reality he 
does nothing, it is the ascending hot air, which is the gift of 
the coal or the light, which makes him go on so. It is the 
heat given off which does all the work. 

A health-lift isa machine for making people strong by 
circulating their blood. You lift up the weights by the 
handles, andthe very act of giving away your old strength 
sets the blood in circulation, and gives you new power. 

“Who do you think isthe greatest man?” asked one 
student of his companions. The answers were various : one 
thought that the eloquent man was the greatest; another 
thought that the writer and philosopher was the greatest ; 
a third, the statesman; a fourth, the soldier, etc. ‘ Who 





do you think is the great man, Tom?” asked the stu- 
dent of ahithertosilent friend. The friend paused a moment, 
and then said, “ I have come to the conclusion thatthe great 
man, after all, is the man who gives.” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


V. 4. Joash was minded.—In the shows of devotion, it is 
possible that those who have only the form se may 
outstrip those who have the power of it. Joash is more 
solicitous and more zealous about the repair of the temple 
than Jehoiada himself, whom he reproves tor his remissness in 
that matter. It is easier to build temples than to be temples 
to God.— Henry. 


To repair the house. The temple had fallen out of repair, 
not so much on account of its age (it had only been 
standing for one hundred and thirty years) as because it had 
not been properly preserved under the previous reigns; nay, 
had even been injured by Athaliah and her sons, and the 
money intended to keep it in repair had been misappro- 
priated to the worship of Baal.— Lange. 


V. 7. The sons of Athaliah. Probably Ahaziah with his 
brothers and brothers’ sons (comp. 21: 17; 22: 3), that might 
have shown their zeal for idolatry at an early age.—Bertheau. 


By her sons understand her Baal’s priests, whom she 
cherished and chuckered as if they had been born of her 
body.— Trapp. 


Bestow upon Baalim. The plural of Baal, to denote his 
numerous images. The worship of Baal, uprooted by Jehu 
in Samaria, sprang up in Jerusalem with renewed vigor, as 
in its native soil. The adherents of Baal, exilea from the 
northern kingdom, no doubt took refuge in the south. ‘The 
temple became a quarry for the rival sanctuary. The stones 
and the sacred vessels were employed to build or to adorn 
the temple of Baal, which rose, as 1t would seem, even within 
the temple precincts, with its circle of statues, and its sacred 
altars.—Stanley. 


V. 8. They made a chest.—It was arranged that in future 
the dues pos to this object, and the voluntary contribu- 
tions of the people, should be put into a chest with a hole in 
its lid, placed near the altar, and which was not to be opened 
but in the presence of the king's accountant. The money 
was then told out and placed in bags, which seem to have 
been delivered sealed, a certain amount in each, to those 
trustworthy men to whom the charge of the work was con- 
fided. We see here a distinct indication of a practice still 
followed in the East, where large sums of money are con- 
cerned, as in the disbursements of the government, and in 
the taxes and tributes paid to thecrown. The money is in 
such cases deposited in long, narrow bags, each containing a 
certain sum, and carefully sealed with the official seal. As 
this is done under the authority of the government by 
responsible public officers, the bag or purse passes current for 
the sum marked thereon, so long as the seal remains 
unbroken.— Kitto, 


When Joash found that the money did not come in as 
he expected one way, he tried another way, and that 
answered the intention. Many have honesty enough to 
follow, that have not zeal enough to lead, in that which is 
ood. The throwing of money into a chest, through a hole 
in the lid of it, was a way that had not been used before, 
and perhaps the very novelty of the thing made it a suc- 
cessful experiment for the raising of money; a great deal , 
was thrown in,and with a great deal of cheerfulness; they 
all rejoiced. An invention to please people’s humor may 

sometimes bring them to their duty. — Henry. 


Without at the gate. It did not, therefore, stand in 
the middle of the priests’ court, but outside of it, at the 
entrance gate which was on its right.— Lange. 


V.9. They made a proclamation. It is readily conceivable 
that such a solemn call, and the announcement that a special 
chest was assigned to contributions toward the restoration, 
would have the effect, described in the next verse, of causing 
all classes of the people to flock to Jerusalem and {fill the 
chest with their offerings.—Cook. 


V.10. All the princes. The great men set so good an 
example to the people that they cheerfully joined with them 
in this good work.— Bishop Patrick. 


Until they had made an end.—That is either “until they 
had given to the utmost of their means,” or “ until they 
had given enough to complete the restoration.— Rawlinson. 


V.11. Chest was brought unto the king's cffice. The 
chest, it appears, was, from time to time (when it seemed 
full) removed from its place, and taken by the Levites to a 
royal office, where it was emptied in the presence of the 
high priest (or his deputy) and of a royal scribe; after which 
it was taken back to the temple. The money was “told,” 
placed in bags, and made over to the overseers of the work 
(2 Kings 12: 10, 11). The binding up in bags is mentioned 
before the counting, because the pieces were not counted 
separately ; they were bound up in bags, and these were 


weighed in order thus to estimate the sum which had been 
received.— Keil. 


V. 12. To such as did the work. To the overseers of the 
work, 2 Kings 12: 11. These overseers then paid the wages 
to the artisans of different kinds, and purchased the necessary 
building materials.— Lange. 


V. 13. Work was perfected. In Hebrew, the healing went 
up upon the work.—A metaphor, whereby the ruins of a 
temple are resembled to the wounds of a body (Jobn 2: 19) 
and the repairs of those ruins to the healing of wounds. 
—Assemb, Annot. 


Faithfulness is the groatest praise, and will be the greatest 
comfort, of those that are intrusted with public treasure, or 
employed in public business. The king and Jehoiada faith- 
fully paid the money to the workmen, who faithfully did 
the work? 


House of God in his state. Literally on its measure (Ex 
30 : 32), that is in its original proportions.—Lange. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Augusta, Ga.. Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every 
Saturday, at 8.45 a. m., in Y. M. C. A, Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 rp. m., In 
the Y. M. C, A, Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’-Meeting every Satur- 
day, at 4 p. w, in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School 
Union, 53 Lexington Street. 

Binghamton, N. Y., Union Meeting for the study of the Sunday- 
school lesson every Saturday noon, from 12 to 1 p.m.,in the 
rooms of the Y. M.C. A, 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 3% Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 3r.m, Led by the Rev, R. R- 
Meredith. 

Burlington, Iowa, Union Normal class the first and third Wednesday 
evenings of each month. 

Carbondale, I!!. Union Normal Class for study of Chau/auqua lessons 
every Monday evening. Conducted by C, W. Jerome. 

Chicago; Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 a. m. in 
Farwell Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 vp, m., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A, 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 
of every month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M, E, Church, 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Chure’., Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street, 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p.m., inthe Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Cleveland, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 ep. m., inthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Columbus, 0., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M.C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 p. m. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., in the Class-room Y. M, C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. 0, A. Rooms. 

Hudson, N. Y., Union Me:ting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
4pr,mu,in Y, M,C, A. Rooms. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5p. m., in the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Union meeting for Bible Study every Saturday, 
from 10,15 to 12 a. m., in Y. M. C. A. Parlor, Conducted by the Rev. 
H. N. Herrick. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
p, m., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Newburyoport, Mass, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thurs- 
day evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, Conducted by the Rev. J. 
T. Beckley. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 

day at 2.45 rp. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches, 

Peoria, I!!., Normal Class meets weekly. Conducted by Miss Mary 
G. Burdett, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No, 33 Fifth Avenue, 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening in the Y. M, C, A. Parlor, . 

Rockford, Il]., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Monday at 
7.30 p.m., in the Y. M, C.A, Rooms, 

Springfield, [l., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street, conducted by J. H. 
Brookes, D.D. English S.S, Teachers’ Association meets tor Insti- 
tute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, at the Rooms of 
the Y.M.C. A. German 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets third 
Monday evening of each month, at the Y. M C. A, Rooms 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. m., in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall, 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y¥. M. C. A. Hall, from 12 tolo’clock p.m. 
Led by the Hon, ViceChancellor Blake. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday Schoo! Teachers’ Normal class every Mon. 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


TIE POREIGN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSO- 
CIATION, 

The Foreign Sunday-school Association held its first 
meeting for the present year on Thursday, January 3. 
Letters were received from many points where the Sun- 
day-school cause is being faithfully furthered, although the 
workers are surrounded by many difficulties. 

THE SPANISH COMMITTEE. 

A communication was received from Signor Felipe 
Orejon, of Cartagena, s1ying that the Sunday-school at 
that place was well aitende!; and that all scholars on the 


roll were nearly always present, as a rule is in operation 
by which a scholar is dismissed, if absent for three suc- 
cessive Sundays. The teacher of the boys’ day-school 
instructs the Sunday-school, assisted by other teachers. 
Some of the music used is composed by a native. More 
scholars would attend were the place of meeting larger. 

Joseph Viliesid writes from Jerez de la Frontiera, thank- 
ing the Society for the offer of the Amigo. Two hundred 
children attend the day-school at this place, and one hun- 
dred and twenty of these come gladly to Sunday-school. 
The remainder he thinks can be induced to attend by the 
timely aid of the paper, which, as a gift, is a great attrac- 
tion to children. 

Miss Butcher writes from Seville of the continued suc- 
cess of her Bible mission school for Spanish children. She 
has forty scholars, and has kept the school open through- 
out the summer. Bible study is made the chief work of the 
school ; but the children are fond of singing, and all hymns 
are learned easily. The chief injury to the Sunday-school 
work lies in the fact that nearly all amusements are 
arranged for Sunday, and it is hard to teach the children 
proper respect for the day. 

M. L. Carvalho, writing from Lisbon, sends thanks for 
pecuniary aid received, His church, which in April had 
twenty-six members, now numbers one hundred and five, 
and has attached to it a Sunday-school of considerable 
importance. Its meetings are now held in the Presby- 
terian Church, but its members want a separate edifice as a 
means of establishing the first native Portuguese church. 
The Roman Catholics are very bitter against the move- 
ment, although they cannot interfere with the religious 
liberty of Protestants. 

The Rev. D. ‘Jurino, of Milan, has been engaged in the 
-work of an evangelist in the neighborhood of that city. 
He travels with a colporteur and a wagon full of Bibles, 
which he sells in great numbers to the people, preaching 
and expounding the word at the same time. This work is 
supported by a lady in England, and is instrumental in 
the salvation of many souls. He says: “At Lecco, in 
four hours, while the colporteur went to offer Bibles in 
the shops and cafés, I sold some hundreds of New Testa- 
ments, while I was able to preach the good tidings of a 
free salvation to hundreds of people who listened with 
interest." In Como, we had also excellent sales; a gentle- 
man stopped his carriage to hear what I was saying, and 
bought a copy. What does good is just the word of God 
itself, sold at a price low enough for all to buy it. This 
work is successful wherever it spreads. Hundreds of 
copies of Bibles, New Testaments, and Gospels are sold, 
and hundreds hear the word of God gladly. Mr. Turino 
has a church in Milan, and a Sunday-school of fifty pupils. 
He asks aid for the Sunday-schools of Como and San 
Fidele, which are very poor. 

Signor Angelo Girola writes from Bassignana that the 
Sunday-school progressed well during the whole of last 
year, new scholars being added, while all are well versed 
in knowledge of the Bible. 

THE GERMAN COMMITTEE. ; 

Miss Amalie Hoffman, of Schwabach, Bavaria, writes 
that their school has sustained the loss of three teachers, 
one by illness and two by removal. But four are now 
left as teachers for over one hundred girls. No boys 
attend the school, and it was at one time designed to open 
a special school for them, but the plan was given up for 
want of teachers. 

Mr. Bissel, of Gratz, Austria, gave us no encouraging 
hopes for Sunday-school work in Austria. The laws 
of education seem at present to prevent success in that 
direction. Anything like an American Sunday-school he 
deems to be impossible. There are one or two small Sun- 
day-schools in Vienna, and the Lutheran pastor of Gratz 
is about to open another. Mr. Bissel thinks that an offer 
of money to assist in getting books might aid the opening 
of other Sunday-schools. 

Deacon Felde, of Wurtemburg, writes of the Free 
Evangelical Sunday School. It has two divisions, one of 
which is conducted by the teacher of the primary day- 
school, who is successful in her work among children. 
Teachers’-meetings are held, and papers from Berlin are 
distributed. A little aid would be very acceptable to this 
school. 

THE FRENCH COMMITTEE. 


In Belgium, M. Nicolet is pastor of two churches, one at 
Cuénée and the other at Spa. Many Roman Catholics 
come to the school at Spa, and the children are attentive 
and regular. M. Nicolet teaches them all himself. 

Charles Laufer, at Nesson-Vaux, near Liege, writes, 
thanking the Society for fifty francs sent. He has a class 





| of thirty young men, hitherto separated from the Sunday- 
‘school. The idea was suggested to him of teaching this 
class at the same time with the Sunday-school, that its 





members might become familiar with the details of Sun- 
day-school work and thus become fitted for teachers. The 
idea seemed to him good. Sacred song is much cultivated 
among them, and the Sunday-school has three musical 
instructors. 

JAPAN, 

Miss McNeal, of Yokohama, writes of the last number 
of The Sunday School Paper for 1877. During the year 
$350 was sent through the Foreign Sunday School Asso- 
ciation for the support of this paper. One thousand copies 
per month are sent out. Five hundred and twenty are 
taken for distribution by missionaries, one hundred and 
forty are mailed regularly to Japanese addresses, and the 
remainder sent, as occasion offers, into the interior of Japan 
for free distribution. A little girl in Miss McNeal’s 
school wrote to Mr. Woodruff a letter which is given 
uncorrected : 

“ My DEAR FRIEND: I am very glad that I can write to 
you a few lines. We are separated by the great Pacifie, 
and have not met you yet, but can talk to you through 
paper. Though I was born in a heathen land, I am 
Christian, and can have the Holy Book of God freely. 
Don’t you think it is very happy to think that we belong 
to Christ’s family? I often feel so. As you know our 
dear teacher, Miss McNeal, publishes The Sunday School 
Papers once in a month; it is full of interest and we like 
to read it very much. Won’t you please pray for our 
country, for now cholera is prevailing, of which many 
persons have died. This year six of our girls were 
appointed to be as Bible readers and two of the girls were 
helping in the schools, and we all wanted to work for our 
Saviour; but the Doctor would not permit us to go into 
the town. We are very glad when God permits us to 
work for him. I will remember you in my daily prayers. 
[ am now thirteen years and ten months old, and I am 
studying English nearly four years, but am sorry I cannot 
write English better, as well as others do; but am hoping 
to write better. I would like to hear from you very 
much and remain, 


“Your aff. unseen friend, H1isa Saraxr.,” 


There ig a Japanese Sunday-school at Kioto, consisting 
of one hundred scholars, and conducted like an American 
one, with a Japanese superintendent and some Japanese 
teachers. The other teachers are missionaries. Most of 
the children in Japan can read, as the public school system 
is modeled upon that of Massachusetts. 

The donations received by the society for the month of 
December amounted to $380, and at the close of the meet- 
ing $350 was pledged for the support of the Japanese 
paper during the year 1878. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—The Methodist Episcopal statistics for 1877 show a 
total of 19,868 Sunday-schools, 216 902 officers and teach- 
ers, and 1,493,718 scholars. Last year there were 19,691, 
schools, 208,966 officers and teachers, and 1,453,683 
scholars. 


—At Auburn, N. Y., Mr. R. 8. Holmes, superintendent 
of the First Presbyterian Sunday-school, has found his 
work greatly helped by certain reforms he introduced after 
going to Chautauqua last year. His normal class has 
grown to the number of one hundred and twenty-five. 


— One of our Union Sunday-schools,” writes a mission- 
ary of the American Sunday School Union, in North 
Carolina, “which began work under the fostering care of 
our Society, three years ago, is now supporting, at col- 
lege, one of their young men, who is preparing for the 
ministry.” 


—The Lake Street Presbyterian Church of Elmira, the 
Presbyterian Church of Waverly, and the Presbyterian 
Church of Oswego, N. Y., the three towns being successive 
stations on the Erie Railway, have elected their respective 
pastors, the Rev. 8. T. Clarke, the Rev. W. H. Bates, and 
the Rev. L. A. Ostrander, Sumday-school superintendents. 


—An adult Bible class was organized in Geneseo, N. Y., 
last summer, in the Rev. E. J. Kittredge’s church, which 
now numbers thirty. Mr. Kittredge holds at his house 
what he calls a “ teachers’ sociable,” at which all accessi- 
ble books and maps bearing on the next lesson are brought 
together, and questions are freely asked. “A slight col- 
lation is spread at the close,” and the meetings are at- 
tended by nearly all the teachers. 


—Mr. J. H. V. Smith, of Indianapolis, Ind., has an 
independent Sunday morning class for religious instruc- 
tion, meeting at 9: 30 a. m., and continuing in session 
about forty minutes. The average attendance is seventy- 
two. It has been held under his management for eleven 
years, with good success, and includes children between the 
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ages of six and sixteen. Mr. Smith aims to make it aux- 
iliary to the regular Sunday-school session. 


—A good example of regularity in Sunday-school atten- 
dance was shown at the recent anniversary of the Market 
Square Presbyterian Church, Germantown, of which Gen- 
eral Louis Wagner is superintendent. Four children of 
one family had been present every Sunday during the 
year, and a fifth only missed one session, and that through 
illness. Two sisters in the same school had been present 
at every session for three years. Twenty-eight teachers 
and scholars were on the honor roll for regular attendance 
in 1878, against two in 1873. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Mr. Henry Varley was expected in Oamaru, New 
Zealand, last month. 





—Forty-five of the Church of England clergymen in 
and around Birmingham, England, united in a series of 
special religious mission services early in January. 


—Mr. Thomas Spurgeon lately preached to a congrega- 
tion of four thousand in the town hall of Melbourne, 
Australia. He has just returned from a preaching-tour 
in the bush country. 


—The meetings of Messrs. Moody and Sankey in Hart- 
ford were without startling incident during the third 
week, but were full of earnestness, and followed by many 
sincere conversions. On Sunday, January 20, a crowded 
temperance meeting was held in theafiernoon. The influ- 
ence of Messrs. Murphy and Moody in central New Eng- 
land is to a certain extent interchangeable at this time, 

—The Evangelization Society, of England, had its 
orignin a meeting held fourteen years ago at the house 
of Mr. Robert Baxter, of Westminster, to see what could 
be done in the way of sending out evangelists in England. 
The society is now strong and energetic. Last year over 
eleven thousand meetings were held under its auspices, at 
which more than two million persons were present. This 
is a thousand more meetings than were held in 1876, 

—Those engaged in mission work in Spain are said to 
be convinced that evangelistic efforts will chiefly deter- 
mine the religious future of the country. Preaching-tours 
in the country villages are almost invariably received with 
favor on the part of the people. The colporteurs prepare 
the way for the evangelists, and their work is greatly fur- 
thered by the recent order of the government forbidding 
provincial governors from interfering with the sale of 
Protestant books. Of course a strong moral opposition is 
made by the Roman Catholic priesthood. 


—aA union prayer-meeting for young women is held at 
the Women’s Christian Association rooms, 141 North 
Seventh Street, Philadelphia, every Saturday afternoon at 
half past three o’clock. When Mr. Moody was in the city 
he started this meeting, leading it himself for the first few 
sessions, and then putting it into the hands of a committee, 
Since that time weekly meetings have been held. The 
attendance has not been large, this winter, but the spirit 
and interest are good. A monthly Bible reading, by some 
well-known woman, is held once a month. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


THE FEBRUARY MAGAZINES. 

Scribner’s Monthly, having found its midsummer number 
of last year a success, now issues, in similar fashion, a mid- 
winter number. The readers of the magazine, save those 
who live in New England, will be rather surprised to discover 
that it is midwinter, for there is more snow on this cover 
than in an average county in any of the Middle States. The 
issue is a handsome one in mechanical beauty, and its 
articles are readable and varied. The frontispiece is an 
engraving, by Cole, of Wyatt Eaton’s new portrait of Lincoln. 
It is a woodcut, but the engraver has given it a curious 
resemblance to copper-plate work. Mr. R. H. Stoddard 
accompanies the portrait with a good strong sonnet. Another 
very excellent woodcut is a reproduction of Kaemmerer’s 
painting, A Wedding under the Directory, for which Mr. 
Stoddard also writes a poem. Mr. Clarence Cook talks, in 
his usual rambling style, about recent decorations in the 
srattle Square and Trinity churches, Boston, and St Thomas’s, 
New York. Mr. Cook is one of the most independent and 
incorruptible of critics ; but his invariable custom of extrava- 
gant commendation of his friends gives his articles just a 
little suspicion of personal favoritism. The man with an 
advertising sign-board on his back should not walk through 
the paths of pure literature. But Mr. Cook belongs to a 
somewhat brilliant school of painters, decorators, and critics, 
@ echool which is doing honest and hard work for the beauti- 
fication of American homes; so perhaps his enthusiasm is 


one, is Mr. Charles F. Thwing’s, showing that distinguished 

Americans have, as a rule, held high rank in college. A few 

tables of statistics of a single class or college, even, would 

have lent an increased value to the articie Harper's 

Magazine begins with a readable account of the New Jersey 

shore, by the young gentleman who is“ writing up” some 

of the salient points in and around New York. Moncure 

D. Conway, than whom is no better American magazinist, 

gives a very interesting account of the ancient custom, in 

Dunmore, England, of presenting a flitch of bacon to some 

married couple that has lived in perfect harmony for a year 

and a day. This custom was revived in 1874, and was also 

observed in 1876 and 1877, but hardly seems likely to be 

observed again. A long article on J. M. W. Turner is 

practically a summary of Walter Thornbury's biography of 
the painter, and is full enough to take the place, for ordi- 

nary reading, of that voluminous work. The article is 
accompanied by admirable woodcuts of Turner’s chief works. 

The reproduction of The Slave-Ship is quite a marvel, 
especially as it is the first presentment on paper of that 
famous canvas. Of course Turner’s great splashes of yellow 
are missing; otherwise his style may be studied to advan- 
tage from these pictures. The writer of the article could 
profitably have studied Mr. P. G. Hamerton’s papers on 
Turner, though an evident attempt at fairness is made. 
Hamerton does not scruple to say that Turner was a morose, 
stingy, shabby, and illiterate old man, and altogether the 
most disagreeable of the greater British painters ——The 
Atlantic Monthly, as we supposed, will not be essentially 
changed by its absorption of The Galaxy. It frankly speaks, 
in a note on the last page, of “ the alliance which makes 
The Galaxy and The Atlantic one, and The Atlantic that 
one.” But it hopes to preseve the freshness, the brightness, 
and the alertness of the late magazine, as well as its best 
contributors, of whom Mr. Gideon Welles will continue his 
papers on President Lincoln’s administration. But The 
Atlantic has for a long time been a rival to The Galaxy in 
its devotion to lighter and contemporaneous subjects, 
especially in its Contributors’ Club. A magazine, at least 
in America, must have a place in which lighter chat is 
admissible; and the Club, this month, is readable enough to 
remind one of the old “ Editor's Table” of The Knicker- 
bocker Magazine. The articles and poems, this month, are 
not on notable subjects or by famous writers, but they are 
varied in subject and interesting in style ——Lippincott’s 
Magazine, likewise, is brightest this month in its editorial 
department, in which two American women now resident in 
Europe have brief but interesting articles. Mrs. Lucy H. 
Hooper writes of the press of Paris, in which she shows how 
the number of newspapers fluctuates, and how dependent 
they are upon purchasers rather than advertisers. Mrs. 
Louise Chandler Moulton gives an account of an evening 
with that eccentric poet, Swinburne, and his friend and 
fellow pre-Raphaelite, Philip Bourke Marston. The quoted 
poem, A Baliad of Francois Villon, is not new to American 
readers, as Mrs. Moulton supposes. She ought to have men- 
tioned, too, that Mr. Marston i» blind. A third delightful 
article in the Monthly Gossip tells of some of the old 
churches in the neighborhood of Philadelphia. Surely no 
region in America is richer in antiquities than this city and 
the surrounding country. Appletons’ Journal seldom 
prints so dull a number as the present———The National 
Repository occupies the middle ground between an illus- 
trated magazine and a religious newspaper, Dr. Curry’s 
numerous and well-filled editorial departments giving it 
much of the freshness of the latter. Its most notable papers 
are a popular account, by Dr. A. H Guernsey, of deep-sea 
dredging ; and a biographical sketch of Gambetta, by Pro- 
fessor Wells, of Union Collegs, now in Europe Frank 
Leslie's Sanday Magazine contains a great body of miscel- 
laneous reading matter, accompanied by numerous illustra- 
tions selected from the vast stock of the publisher. The 
articles are by no means of equal merit, and most of them 
are of modest value. Dr. Schaff on Constantinople and the 
Turks will be found interesting ——The Eclectic’s frontis- 
piece isa fine steel engraving of the fashionable French 
painter Meissonier. Leslie Stephen’s article on Charlotte 
Bronté, and Matthew Arnold’s on Brooke’s Primer of Eng- 
lish Literature, are the best literary articles: while the 
general reader will be interested in a paper on Montenegro, 
and an article on the influence of plants on health. 
St. Nicholas, having experimented with various colors in 
the printing of Walter Crane’s design for its cover, has 
finally adopted a dull red. The various articles are duly 
entertaining Wide Awake has a very clever little dog 
picture, called Choose your Friends Wisely. The humorous 
illustrations in this magazine are one of its best features 
From cover to cover the magazine is sure to be well thumbed 
by the little people, this month. 

















The Vicarious Sacrifice (2 vols); God in Christ; Nature 
ond the Supernatural. By Horace Bashnell, D.D. New 
York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—These four volumes com- 
plete the new uniform edition of the (eight) chief works of 





exeusable. Another interesting paper, though a rather thin 


Dr. Bushnell. The reissue, although from the old plates, is 


well printed in clear type on good white paper, and neatly 
bound in brown cloth. The price is but a dollar and a half 
a volume, at which rate a new popularity will certainly be 
accorded the several issues of the series. For some years 
Dr. Bushnell’s writings have been even more popular in 
England than in this country; but they have proved to have 
a steady and enduring influence here, and an increasing body 
of readers. Dr. Bushnell’s intensity of purpose and beauty 
of style give him a permanent place in literature. We 
hope the publishers will heed the desire, which is generally 
expressed and still more widely felt, that they should add to 
this uniform edition Dr. Bushnell’s ‘“ Work and Play ” and 
“The Moral Uses of Dark Things,” both of which have for some 
time been quite out of print. (12mo, pp. 552, 269, 356, 528 ) 
Central Africa; Naked Truths of Naked People. By C. 
Chaillé Long. New York: Harper & Brothers.—The most 
recent books of travel are, as a rule, of a more popular char- 
acter than their predecessors. Colonel Long’s account of 
the savages of Central Africa is written in a style evidently 
addressed to a large public. No explorer has been more 
persevering and thorough than Colonel Long, and much of 
the book covers ground hitherto untouched. The author 
has a cordial detestation for the natives, whom he frankly 
describes as little better than beasts, and almost wholly 
destitute of religious instincts. The superstition of South 
African fetichism would almost seem to be a step upward 
for human beings like those here described. In this respect 
Colonel Long’s book is a saddening one, and it ought cer- 
tainly to greatly quicken missionary zeal. Otherwise, it is 
a graphic account of interesting experiences in the wilds of 
an unknown land. (8vo, pp. 330. Cloth, $2 50.) 


Hand Book on the International Lessons for 1878, arranged 
for the use of Sunday-schools of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. By the Rev. Edwin W. Rice. Philadelphia: 
Alexander Kirkpatrick.—Mr. Rice’s well-known and popular 
hand-book is here adapted, in a measure, to the “ Church 
year,” by a committee of Episcopal clergymen. Attention 
is editorially called, in the preface, to the fact that the con- 
nected history and order of events, being arranged in accord- 
anoe with another plan, are here in “apparent disorder.” 
The collects for the Sundays are prefixed; those for saints’ 
days being of course omitted. The book is understood to 
meet the wants of some who desire helps on the Interna- 
tional Lessons without conforming to the order adopted by 
the International committee. (18mo, pp. 176.) 


A Summer Vacation. By James B. Converse. Louisville: 
Converse & Co.—Mr. Converse went to Europe last year, 
visiting Great Britain, Ireland, Scotland, France, and 
Switzerland. As his tour was over the most familiar ground 
in Europe, so his book is written after the regulation pat- 
tern, and lacks sufficient originality to justify its addition to 
the interminable line of similar works. If Mr. Converse 
could not visit an unfamiliar region, he should at least have 
searched for localities or social topics not frequently 
described. The author's reflectionson governmental pregress, 
artistic aims, etc., do not increase the piquancy or the value 
of the narrative. (12mo, cloth, pp. 201.) 


The Holy Childhood. New York: Pott, Young, & Co— 
The old-fashioned dialogue style is adopted in this simple 
presentment of the few recorded facts concerning the early 
years of the Saviour. This style is not likely to go out of 
fashion, for it certainly interests children; and yet a 
straightforward narrative is to be preferred on most accounts. 
The facts of the Scripture narrative are made the subject of 
pleasant exposition and plain comment; and the book, though 
it would doubtless become tiresome if read in course, may 
profitably be taken up in detached chapters. 


Christ His Own Witness. By the Rev. E. Ballantine. 
New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.—The present 
volume is practically a reissue of “The Words of the Lord 
Jesus ,Concerning Himself,” published some time since by 
the Western Tract and Book Society. Explanatory remarks 
are appended to the various words, aiming to show their 
meaning and summarize their testimony. These remarks 
are quite full. The book isa useful one. (12mo, cloth, 
pp: 312. Price, $1.50 ) 


The Child’s Paper, published in Shanghai by J. W. Farn- 
ham, is a Chinese paper,’profusely illustrated, and “ contain- 
ing much valuable information upon moral, religious, and 
scientific subjects, set forth in the most simple and attractive! 
form "—if we may trust the English circular. 
excellent, though limited, list of contributors. The October 
number, the last to reach us, contains among its articles, 
Bible sketches, travels, anti-opium pictures, lessons in 
drawing, fables, a story, and book notices. The paper is 
half through its third volume. The illustrations printed 
from woodcuts on the soft Chinese paper, have @ finish and 
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delicacy surpassing home impressions of the 
same plates. (16mo, pp, 16. $1.50 per an- 
peed 


BUSINESS $ DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the elveulu wn of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The regular edition this week ts 
26,900 copies, Advertisers are free to ex- 
amine the subscription list at any time, 





Au of our readers who answer the 
advertisement of Messrs. Jordan, Marsh, 
& Co., of Boston, will please do us the 
favor to mention that they saw their card 
in THe S, 8S, Times. 

Aurnaset Inuustratep at the hall of 
the West Philadelphia Institute, Fortieth 
and Ludlow Streets, for the benefit of St. 
Andrew's Church, Friday, February 8, at 8 
P. M. 


ATTENTION iscalled to the advertisements 
of J. D. Carlisle, of Pittsburgh, Pa. He 
sends by mail any article advertised, with- 
out cost of postage to the purchaser. 
Orders sent to him will be promptly and 
satisfactorily filled. 

Tae Lanor or Love is commended by 
all who desire only a simple gospel sheet 
circulated in their Sunday-schools, Illus- 
trated superbly, and printed on tinted paper. 
Edwin A. Wilson, publisher, Springfield, 
Ill, Specimen copy free. 

Taz Paris Exposition.—Any one 
planning to visit Europe and the Paris 
Exposition next summer, should firat cor- 
respond with Prof. E. Tourjés, Director of 
the New England Conservatory of Music, 
at Boston, who has arranged fora grand 
educational excursion. See his advertise- 
ment. 

Faith Latimer gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls ear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 


A SpLtenprip Microscore Given Away. 
—It is almost incredible to believe that in 
a single drop of stagnant water there are 
myriads of little creatures flitting gaily 
about with no lack fof room, yet with the 
microscope these sprightly animals can be 
distinctly seen. The leg of a fly assumes 
mammoth proportions ; a human hair grows 
to the size of a steamship cable ; a speck on 
a piece of paper becomes the Lord’s Prayer 
in letters as large as a handbill. A micro- 
scope can be made to furnish a fund of 
instruction andamusement hardly attainable 
otherwise at so little cost. People curious 
to examine the world of life invisible to the 
naked eye, can obtain an instrument of great 
power, free, on certain conditions, from Mr. 
M. T. Richardson, Publisher, 397 Broadway, 
N. Y. See his advertisement in another 
column. 

On THE CycLOreDIA QveEstTion, the fol- 
lowing statement is made by the Rev. Dr. 
William Adams, President of the Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, and for 
thirty-eight years pastor of the Madison 


Square Presbyterian Church. His judg- 


j ape will have weight with the Christian 


public, “No library, public or private, is 
complete without the American Cyclopz lia. 
Indeed, it is a library in itself, as its name 
imports. It contains information on all 
matters in the circle of human knowledge 
The amount of labor expended on such a 
work is prodigious, justifying the remark of 


Scaliger, who ranks the work of the Lexi- 
cographer—which is only one of the myriad 
departments of the Encyclopadist—next to 
the labors of Hercules. So great a task 
could be achieved only by a great number of 
writers under the supervision of a suitable 
staff of editors. The editors-in-chief are 
George Ripley and Charles A. Dana. They 
have pledged their own honor and reputa- 
tion to conduct this great enterprise with 
the utmost impartiality as a depository of 
facts, without committal to political or 
religious partisanship. \Nevertheless, the 
charge has been made in certain quarters, 
that the revised edition of the Cyclopedia 
haa been strongly tinctured with Jesuitism. 
The refutation of this charge by the editors 
themselves, is complete. The articles speci- 
fied in the charge as most obnoxious, it appears 
were written by Protestants, whose names 
are given. The employment of Roman 
Catholic writers as contributors to the work, 
so far from being an objection, is to my 
mind a commendable feature, so long as his- 
toric facts are fairly stated. It is a desirable 
thing to look at the subject under treatment 
from different angles of vision. It enlarges 
my knowledge, while it leaves my judg- 
ment untrammelled, to be informed how 
men of divers creed regard the same topic 
from different stand-points. ‘The Conver- 
sation Lexicon’ of Brockhaus, was con- 
structed on this liberal principle. Dr. 
Lieber, the editor of the ‘ Encyclopadia 
Americana,’ in more than one instance, 
procured contributors from Protestant and 
Catholic, occupying antagonistic positions 
toward the same subject. We like far bet- 
ter the method of “Appleton’s Cyclo- 
peiia” as more succinct and complete for 
general reference, so long as we are 
assured that it is not, and cannot be con- 
ducted in the interest of any party, or sect, 
or private opinion. We welcome informa- 
tion on all subjects, from whatever 
quarter it may come. If anything can 
guarantee the impartiality of this great 
work, worthy to be called American, it is 
the personal character of the publishers who 
projected it, the editors who have super- 
vised every article of its contents, and the 
contributors chosen for their ability from 
every part of the worl 
Witiram Apams. 








SPECIAL NOTCES. 





Sones or Brutan. New gyn ng. Book for Sunday 
Schools. Price, 35 cts. ker, 1113 Chestnut 
Street Phitadelphia. 





—_— 


Saratoga Sprinos.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has no “4-y in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its liances, for the treatment of 
nervous, lung, female, and other diseases. 
more of them by sending for a circular. 


Learn 





BEATTY’s PIANOS AxND OrnGANS.— When the Queen 
of Sheba had been told of the royal magnificence in 
which King Solomon dwelt she was led to doubt 
its truth; but being brought before the King. ana 
upon viewing the splendor of his palace, and the 
grandeur of its surroundings, she wasied toexclaim, 

‘The half nad not been told me.” We are led to 
make the same exclamation when we read of the 
really great offers made by Daniel F. Beatty, of 
Washington, N. J,, who may now be considered ‘the 
king of piano and: organ manufacturers. 








Coughs and Colds. 


“Brewn’s Bronchial 

Treches”’ will allay ir- 

ritatien which induces 

reughing, and gives im- 

mediate relief in Bron- 

ehitis, Catarrh, Inffa- 

enza, Hoarseness, Sore 

Threat, and Consump- 

tive and Asthmatic Complaints. The Dron- 
ehial Treches have been steadily winning 
thetr way into public faver, nntil they are 
bnown and used nearly all over the world. 





REaU CED from $2.00 to 1.00, White Fur Hood 
trimmed with colored ribbon. Scolloped and em- 
broidered in four corners, Handkerchiefs, 25c. 
Hemmed Linen Handkerchiefs, 2 for 25c; 3 
Ladies’ White — Hose for 22 Stocking Sup- 
porters, 20c., 25c. per pair. By mail, from 
J. D. ‘CARLISLE, Pitisburgh, Pa 
GUIDE FRE Tells how togrow 
FLO FLOWERS & 
4 sit M Base ssLEs. Bo Best = 
the marke’ rb and sure packe’ 
low prices, ‘liberal discounts. Gooks HF as 


prombame. Address COLE e BRO., Seedsamen, 
ella, iowa. 


Men's 
irs of 











508 egant.Mixed Cards, with name, 13 me. 
Agent's eni's Outfit 0c. Seavy Bros., Northiord, 


BEATTY'S PIANOS AND ORGANS! 


BEATTY£2xX2. podgate extra Grand, 


Square style, No. 66%. Fine Rose- | 
wood, 74% octaves, all lare round orners, elaborate extra 
mouldings, as shown in cut, fine scroll desk, beautifully 
carved legs and pedals, Beatty’s very latest full iron frame 
and excelsior overstrung scale, Weight (boxed) over 1,000 
pounds, 

Catalogue Price 
Agent’s Discount 
Special Discount 
Cash, with Order, only 
t# This above offer is the best offer ever made- -a $900 
Piano, brand new, for only $260 Net. 
I will sell, boxe a and delivered on cars, this magnificent | 





I will sell, boxed 
por ORC ivered On cars, — mag- 
ent Parlor Organ, brand new, 


hd % : ad {8340 for onty 95 cash with order to b for- 
trand Square Piano, retail price by Agents, $900, for only | warde th Exchange on $ ¥. wk. This Organ is fiv 8 


$260 net cash, with order, money to be forwarded with | octaves, “three ir ished, se as, thirt ee Bae nee 
Exchange on New York. | pounds, © cei we ee Se 
Read what Is said ot thes 
e Celebrated Instruments: 
weg  E Long Mog NY | nay ro | c J.L. Ever RITT, Cashier National Broadway Rank, New York 
t € 4 
[nation in every respect, after being thoroughty tested.” poe Metin dh Pewertramadhhe dan, eatiied with the 
share eral er, ea rumen fly warrant tara Beoett amb ante ten} om intoerd fe ake te 
renowned BEATTY ah O, Grand and Upright, and BE WTYs & Ueklen Tonpun, “Perter, Common, Mal nnn 
cele cee Golden Tongue. Parlor, Church, Hall 
Gone Seoctens tees ANS. “Over sixty thousand now vin actual use > this —< — r countries, and all giv ing entire sé atietac: 
ver manufactured in this or 
— Le equal them: , New oe" Dollar Pianos only $297, Ele@ant $650 Pane. 4 ‘ 175. + Sesentl $375 
nirror-top ‘ans, * ¥ $105 Pay Organs, retail price by local Agents, $300, only $86. extra 1 ay $280 Parlor 
foun, one Pict foo, ~~ aby op Organs, only $45, No better Instruments can be made, and | challenge comparison. 
rom this advertisement, as nothing can be saved by correspondence on these prices, as these are 


nade solely to introduce them in a new locality where | } 
1g testimonials from thousands who are using the m cont free. Agents. Send for 24-page Illustrated Newspaper contain- 


about 30 





Address; DANIEL F, BEATTY, Washin-ton, New Jersey, U. S. _America. 





PUBLICATIONS. 


THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 75c. 50, $3. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Ave, N. ¥. 


Case's Bible Atlas 


fons up to the times. 1 


6 Full 
and Index. Deelimed to 
amily 








Mae with Explants Every 
ERR iiracece 
D Ciss& Co. 
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oe AND GIRLS, Parents, 
rybody send for samples and 
terns a of the brightest, best, and 
heapest youth's paper in the worid, 
THE HOME _, COMPANION. 
75,000 homes welcom every- 
where. SeLENDED PREM UMS = Giube. in- 
Sos ns and Gold Watches. Address THE 
COMPANION, l4 Bolivar St., Cleveland, O. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWABD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—com rising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘text Cards—Sentiment Laan en 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymnal 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address. J. H. BUF- 
FORD'S SONS. Publishers of Novelties in Fine 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 











‘Baaz’s Photo-Lithographed 
WALL MAP OF PALESTINE. 


Mounted on cloth and varnished, with rollers, 54 
inches high by 36. Price $3.00. This beautiful 
map is considered the 


Best Map of the Holy Land 


For the Sunday-school and the Library. Its plasti 
effect i is surprising, almost that of a raised ma 

Send -% by Post-office Order or in Regis- 
tered Letter. ESTERMANN & CO., 524 Broad- 
way, New York, 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 

CONUIBE, 8 

only, Teacher and Coheinn, oo 

on cts.a quarter, or ts) a year. 
SEVEN CENTS fer a 8 


Humber > 2 be convinced. ress, 


Ps, Pablishors, sos 
Le ba erk. 
PIANOS ANOS Organs! it stops, ny $235 ; $650, $175. 


3, $96 ; 12, $85. 
ORGANS :.;, days’ teat trial. 


new, pi dd 

Other bargains 24-pp. 

ustrated newepees all about Piano-O j~ 
ps DANIEL EATTY, Washington, 














Anderson’s Safety Inkstand.—Don’t spill, 

spoil pens, or soil fingers, Over 150,000 sold, ent 
in exchange for old books, or free on easy condi- 
tions. Send postal card to American Book Exchange, 
55 Beekman St., N. Y. 


STAMMERERS and all interested, send for 
circulars, American Vocal Inst.,1u3 Waverly Place, 
New York. 


25 FANCY ‘CARDS, with pame, 100. ; 50 for i15e.": 
Piain or Gold. Try us. W. E. Hull & Oo., Hua- 
son, 


Gr LS Bnice perforated mottoes fOr Tancy work, 
10 cts. 


. W. Russell, Newton, Mass. 


FREE A 3 list Pobep many Peith, 


es with order. 
Young Folks World, 12 Winter St., Boston, Mass. 


R the at Werk and Lea’ send 
FSR BYNivEn, Albany Noy ns ave send t0 | 











For circulars ad 


EDUCATIONAL. 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, and Pre tory 4 
ments. Biective studies. ‘Admits both sexes. 
saloon temptations. Best of religious oo hg 
Fang A and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and li- 
only $27 a year. Over 1,000 students. 
Fall t term. September 11; y Winter term, December 4. 
J.B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Un- 
der the College ment. First-class teachers. 
pay low. Class instruction or private lessons, 

pe nen | As a home for students, Oberlin is 
for healthfulness and religious and 
intellectual advantages. Address Prof. F. B. Rice. 











—— T&STR Business/ 


BRYANT &S Contry 
USINESS COLLEGE 


Telegraphic Institute, 
qnth St. Philadeiphia, Pa. 
Increased ie ities. Tel noe Dept. in eharge 
of the Manager onl Electrican of th 
Atlanticand Pacific Telegraph Co, For 
B fall pate, call or send for free 


illustrated circular. J. E.SovLE, Pres. 








NATIONAL SCHOOL oF 


ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 


1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Next term opens February 4. A sixty-page cata- 
logue, with ful Desticnior® sent on appl ication. 
J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., President. 


OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4085 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
advantages for a thorough education, For 


MRS. J. A, BOGARDUS, Principal 


REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Comm: Coll ege. Founded 1802. ASes- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. ant eottie ue address 
RE V. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., reenwich, R.I, 


NCINNATI WESLEYAN raMaLe COLLEGE. 
Best ad Raa Science, Lan- 


a - 
guages, rEV. DAVID 
REV VID MOORE, D.D..1 President. 














JUST PUBLISHED. 
The Paragon of Holiday Books for Musical People. 


“Tha Great Tone Posts,” 


BEING SHORT MEMOIRS OF THE 
GREAT COMPOSERS. 
BY F. CROWEST. 

A valuable, convenient and beautiful work for 
musical readers; a perfect compendium of infor- 
mation concernin the most eminent musicians 
and their works. The volume contains inspiring 
sketches of the following composers and their 
works: 

BACH, HANDEL, GLUCK, HAYDN, MOZART, * 
BEETHOVEN, WEBER, ROSSINI, SCHU BERT, 
MENDELSSOHN and SHUMANN. 
Nothing could be of greater service to the musi 

cal student than this elegant work. 
Bound in Cloth, $1.50. 


Sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Published by | 


JOHN CHUROH & CO., 
CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
And 805 Broadway, NEW YORK. 


SC ARLET. Crimson, Viclet, tow, Purple, tien. 
Color any article 


BROWN. Teamon’s Dyes: otis woe cotton 
BLACK. Sunahara, "ete War- 
ranted the best and cheapest Dyes for all family and 
GREEN. fancy dyeing. Almost any article of clothing after 
“having been used until faded or dingy can be made 
BLUE as good as new by being colored with Leamon’s Dyes 


* The expense is trifling. We especially recommend the 
RED. Black as much better than logwoed. Sold br druggists. oF 








any color sent br Mail for 2% cts.. +. & 
$1.00. Send for Book and beautiful Samples, Free. 
WELLS, RICHARDSON & CO., Proprietors, Burlington, Vt. 


Five for 
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GIVEN AWAY. 


The “Gem” 
MICROSCOPE 


is represented very 
correctly by the ac- 
companying cut. It 
magnifies 100 diam- 
eters, or 10,000 times 
the area, and is sim- 
ple in construction 
and easily manipu- 
lated by any one, It 
reveals thousands of 
unseen wonders 
and is a source of 
intense delight for 
young and old alike. 
‘he animalicules 
in stagnant water 
are clearly seen, and 
SO are the so-called 
» eels or snakes in 
g old vinegar, sour 
paste, yeast, etc.; also 
cheese mites, 

raw sugar in- 
sects, blood and milk globules; the claws, 
hairs, or feathers of insects. The dustof a but- 
terfiy’s wimg is seen to be perfectly formed scales 
or feathers. This instrument, packed in a neat case, 
with full printed directions, will be sent, post-paid, to 







OTTER (Tt 
i 


& Macnifi€s | 
/ '0.000 TIMES: \\ 








any address, on receipt of price, $1.50, or it will be | 


given to every new subscriber to 


“IDLE HOURS,” 


AN ORDER OF SERVICE. 





There have been so many calls for the “ Order of Service” contained in The Scholars’ 
Quarterly for this quarter, that the publisher has been induced to print it on separate sheets. 
It can be used by any school, even where The Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. On the back 
of each sheet is printed the Responsive Review Exercise, a part for which can be used on 
each Sunday, and the whole making a most appropriate reading of the review Sunday at 
the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents per hundred copies. Sent by mai! without cost of 


postage to the purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philade!phia. 








" HANDBOOK@s BIBLE READINGS” 


AND Cc 


A Ook oody 
1dTH | nN 
By rratts . oorehouse 


Hall, Erdman, Brooks, Rainsfor 


HEAPES  # 





ry aegis 
d and Ot 


Now Ready. 


PAPER, 50 Cts. 
Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 
FAIRRANKS & CO., Publishers, 
46 Madison Street, 


Chicago, Ill. 


y 





a large 16-page Weekly Family Story Pager. 
filled with Interesting Stories, Sketches u- 
morous Selections, “uzziles, etc., making it by 
far the Cheapest and Best Story Paper in 
America. Everybody is delighted with it, as we sup- 
ply much more reading for the money than any other 
paper. Terms, $150 a Year. To secure a large 
circulation among new readers quickly, we have 
decided to give a “GEM MICROSCOPE ” to all 
who send the subscription price, $1.50, and 15 
eents extra for postage. Address, at once, 


M. T. RICHARDSON, Publisher, 
397 Broadway, New York. 
4a Mention this paper when you order. 


A GREAT OFFER! 


We will during these Hard Times dis- 
pose of 100 new Pianos and Organs, of 
first-class makers, at lower prices for 
eash, or installments, than ever before 
offered. Waters’ Pianosand Organs are 
the best made, warranted for five years. 
Illustrated Catalogues mailed. Great 
inducements to the trade. Pianos, 7-oc- 
tave, $140; 7 1-3 octave, $150; Organs, 2 
stops, 848; 4 stops, $53: 7 stops. $65; 8 
stops, 870; 10 stops, $85; 12 stops, $90; 
in perfect order, not used a year. Sheet 
music at half price. HURACK WATERS & 
SONs, Manufacturers and Dealers, 40 
East lith Street, N. Y. 


GRAND EDUCATIONAL EXCURSION TO EUROPE 


In the Summer of 1878, visiting ‘Ireland, Scotland, 
England, France, Belgium. the Rhine, Prussia, Swit- 
zerland, Italv, and the Paris Exposition. Ali objection- 
able features incident to European travel entirely re- 
moved, All travel and hotel accommodations FiRsT 
cLass. Rates extremely low. Return-tickets good 
for twelve months. College Professors, Teachers of 
Music and Literature. Art Students, School Teachers, 
and others of like tastes, please address, for Pros 

E. TOURJEE, Music Hall, Boston, 











Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
CAXTON’S 
Self-Inking, only $14. 
RES is Seif- 





COLUMBIAN 
Inking, from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $250 Press. Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 





LIGHT ON THE LESSON ; 


A new paper for Intermediate Classes; explana- 
tions for the scholars. One copy one month, three 
cents; one year, twenty-five cents. Ten copies and 
over, each thirteen cents a year, 

EUGENE R. SMITH, Publisher, 70 Bible House, 
New York. 





AIR or Clothes Brush, 25c.; Rubber Fine or Red- 

| & ding Comb, 10c.; 200 yd. Spool Cotton, Clark’s, 6c; 

King’s, 4c.; 100 yd. Best Spool Silk, lic.; Red Rose 
Eardrops, 9c. By mail, from 





4 


PHOTOGRAPHIC APPARATUS. 


Latest invention ; anybody can operate it with 

»erfect success. Complete outfits from $5 to 

— $30. ne pnbenge og outfits, $3; Helio- 

graph, $2.50. Send stamp, for full information, to E. 
Sackmann & Co., Manufacturers, 278 Pearl St., N. Y 





on 25 Cardinal, Navy, Seal, Bottle-Green and 
,Black Cards for 20 cents. 
“ Charming!” 


hgree'e LADY will print your namein Gold, 


Everybody says— 
AGGIE HINMAN, Hudson, N.Y. 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


In Cloth, Blue and Gold, 40 cents per copy. Address 
E., Box 53, Kinderhook, New York. ” 











EXAS ALMANAC FOR 1878. 
- Containing 200 pages of information about Texas 
with new map of Texas. Price, 75 cents. Address J. 
Berke, Jr., Pub., Houston, Texas. 


Fo Ge Sunday School World and Leaves, send to 





NIVER, Albany, N. Y. 
‘OR the Leat Cluster, send to D. R. NIVER 
Albany. N. Y¥. 


OF ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
oP Ihe. nostnaid |T BR ATIRTwET) Necaen. N V 





4 MIXED CARDS. with name, 10c. Agents 
eutiit, l0cts. L. JONES & CO., Nassau. N. Y 





4 Flowered, Diamond, Watered, Repp, Damask. 
etc Cards, no two alike, vour name neatly 
printed on all, only 10c. STAR GO.. Northford, Ct. 


25 Snowflake, Floral, Carrier Dove, Oriental, Morn- 
ae ing Glory, Eastlake, Scotch, etc.. Cards, no two 
alike, with name, lc. Eagle Card Co., Northford, Ct. 





R the International Month! “and International 
Lesson 


Week! 
Albany. NY Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 


| 








wes DERFUL PEN AND HOLDER.— Writes with water in letters-of gold, silver, violet, blue, black, 


carmine, yellow, green, etc. No ink required. Samples by mail, lic.; one dozen by mail, 75c. 


Magic 


per Ex. reduced rates; two samples by mail, 10c 
The Cornetto, the new Italian musical instrument; most wonderful and amusing invention. Samples by mail 
2c. Agesits wanted. Latest novelties. Catalogue free. EMPIRE NOVELTY 


bo Pens, any cOlor desired, one dozen by mail, 25c.; 


., 309 Broadway, New York 








INTERNATIONAL S. S. 


WALL MAP, B 


Old Testament Palestine. 
Largest, Cheapest, and Best. 
NOTE THE SIZE, 40 X 60 INCHES. 


Désigned to illustrate the International 8, S. Lessons. 
Carefully prepared. Large type, Table of distances, 
Length of rivers. Shows the following by distinguish- 
ing marks: all places positively known; all places lo- 
cation of which is probabie; Levitical, priestly, and 
refuge cities. Where doubt exists as to EXacT local- 
A it is so designated. Admitted to be the Largest, 
Cheapest and Best Map published for the money. 


Sent by mail on receipt of price. 


No. 1. Plain black, on cream tinted paper. .-...... $1 00 
2. On cream tinted paper, countries colored... 1 50 
3. On fine white muslin, countries colored.... 2 00 

4. On white paper, mounted on rollers, var- 
nished, countries colored _.............. 3 00 


5. Same as No. 4, with patent spring rollers... 4 50 
Don’t fail to order the Interuational 
Sunday School Map, 8. 

M. A. COUDY, Publisher, 
2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo. 


PASTOR’S 


POCKET MANUAL 


Perpetual Pocket Record. 
UNDENOMINATIONAL. 

Arranged by REV, SYLVANUS STALL, A. M, 
PRICE, $1.00, 

Post-paid to any address in Uniied States or 
Great Britain. 

“No pastor could use it without verv . ae profit.” 

—Rev. | mee Darling, D.D., Albany, N. Y. 
“T have seen nothing better for its uses than Mr. 





Stall’s Pocket Record’ for pastors.”—Rev. Thomas 
K. Beecher, Elmira, N. Y. 
“Its departments cover everything a minister 


wishes to record.”-Rev. W. F. Crafts, Chicago, Ill 

It is a neat little book of 200 pages, bound in 
levant morocco and stamped in gold, affording 
space for the recording of 69 church officers, 578 
members, and 5,175 pastoral calls directly opposite; 
253 names of persons not members, and 2,277 oleri- 
cal calls on the same; 46 communion seasons, 207 
baptisms, 92 marriages, 115 funerais, 276 sermons, 
92 addresses, 184 new members, besides ten other 
departments. 


D. R. NIVER, Albany, New York. 


OLD TESTAMENT 
WALL MAP 


OF 


PALESTINE. 


Especially designed to illustrate the INTERNA- 
TIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS from Janu- 
ary 1to July 1, 1878. Compiled from the best authori- 
ties. Showing every place in Palestine mentioned in 
the Old Testament, the location of which is known. 
With an alphabetical reference list, and a new and 
improved method of reference by which any place can 
be readily found. Size,30x44inches. Printed on cloth; 
handsomely colored. Price, including postage, $1.50; 
mounted on rollers, complete, $2.00. Address orders to 





THE ADVOCATE PUBLISHING HOUSE | 


Or to LOGAN D. DAMERON, AGENT, 
SAINT LOUIS, MO. 


5M | AGENTS WANTED for the sale of the 
2) “ Tilustrated Lord’s Prayer,’ TEN OTHER 
WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful Novelties. 
NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG. 
Agents are making from $2 to $15 per day. Ministers, 
Book and Picture Agents, and all out of employment, 
send for circulars and terms, and be convinced. 
Address REV. S. T. BUCK, 
Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa. 


PULPIT HELPS Rev. Irving A. Searles, Paw 





Paw. Mich. Sample 10 cents. 





Books for sunday School Libraries, 
Anson D. F. Randol ph & Co., 900 Broad- 
way, Cor. of 20th St., New York, invite 
attention to their books for S. S. Libra- 
ries. The selec ion is carefully made 
from the catalogues of Religious Pub- 
lishing Societies, and all other unexcep- 
tionable sources, and is believed to be 
larger than that offered by any other 


eatablish t 





From THE SUPERINTENDENT OF ONE OF THE 
LARGEST SCHOOLS IN THIS CITY. 

The Library alluded to contained 1,400 vol- 
umes. 

“ Allow me to thank you for the great care you 
exercised im selecting our Library. The books 
have given great satisfaction, and, as yet, no word 
of complaint has reached me. 

“ T shall be happy to express to any one intend- 
ing to purchase a Sunday-school Library, the 
ar we have had in the one you selected 

or us.” 


From A Pastor 1x New Jersey. 


“ We shall open our Library of 600 volumes en 
next Sabbath. The new books of the Library, 
some 400 volumes, are of your selection. You 
sent us about 500 volumes, and from them, our 
Committee, after careful examination, took the 
books we needed. Your selections were admira- 
ble. If we had required 500 volumes of new 
books, we could not have done better than by 
keeping all that you sent; asit was, we rejected 
those books which seemed to us the least inter- 
esting. For myself, I was surprised to find what 
an excellent class of Sunday-school books is being 
published by our reliable publishers. Sunday- 
school books have been subjected to such severe 
criticism, that I was prepared to find a great deal 
of trash in so large an invoice. I congratulate 
you and other publishers on your ability to fur- 
nish such reading for the young people.” 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 





Brilliant New Collection of Musie for Singing Schools, 
Conventions, Choirs. £c. 


THE GALAXY. 


By J. William Suffern, author of“ The Normal,” 
etc. One of the most complete and attractive Sing- 
ing-books everissued. Over 300 pagesof Part Songs, 
Glees, Anthems, Chants, Hymn Tunes, and a very 
complete elementary department. Price, $1, mailed 
post-paid ; $10.50 per dozen. 


HEAVENWARD, CHAPEL ANTHEMS. 


4 Jas. R. Murray, P. P.| By Dr. J. B. Herbert. 

Bliss, and others, is the/The most successful an- 

leading and best book of|them book published in 

8.8.Songs. Send twenty-|years. Every choirshould 

five cents for sample injhave it. 192 large pages. 
per. Price, in boards,|Mailed on receipt of 

5 cents; $30 per hundred. price. $1.25. Discount on 

quantities. 


Brainard’s New Method for Pian»........$3 00 
Kimball's New Method for Reed Orgon.. 250 
Mers's Modern Method for Reed Orggn...2.50 


Brawnard’s Melodie School for Violin..... 3 25 
Holland's Modern Method for Guitar..... 








CLOTH, 75 Cts | 











THE BAPTIST TEACHER. 


—FOR— 
Sunday-Schooi Workers and Families. 





P.S. HENSON, D.D., = = = Editor. 


The Teacher is issued monthly, and has sixteen 
pages of matter adapted to 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS. 


| It contains Editorials, Original Communications, and 


Careful Exposition of the International Lessons 
for Advanced and Primary Classes. 


The Lessons for advanced classes by G. D. B. Pepper, 
D.D. Primary classes by Mrs. M. G, Kennedy. 


TERMS: 75 Cents Single Copy for One 
Year, Post-paid. 

50 Cents in Clubs of 10 and upwards to 
one address; Postage, 3 cents per copy, 


Sample Copies will be sent free on application. 


OPINIONS. 
THE NATIONAL BAPTIST.—The Baptist Teacher 


has been a success from the start. The very able edi- 
torship of Dr. Henson, the elucidation of the lessons 
by Dr. Pepper, Abbott, and Lincoln, and Mrs, Ken- 
nedy, with the rich and varied contributions of Sunday- 


| school laborers all over the country, have placed it 


without a rival. 

WATCHMAN.—If any one wil! show us a paper for 
teachers more wide awake, more breezy, more helpful 
to the student of the Lesson, than The Baptist Teacher, 
he will show us something which we have not been 
able to find. We always read it through; the editori- 
als are’ irresistible; for mingled wisdom and wit they 
have not their equals in any similar journal. 

ZION’S ADVOCATE.—T he Baptist Teacher is made 
up of the best articles on the management of Sunday- 
schools, and contains carefully prepared "Expositions 
of the International Sunday-school Lessons. It is the 
spicest teacher's paper published anywhere, and is full 
oF good things, stimulative and instructive, for live 
Sunday-school Workers. 

CHRISTIAN SECRETARY.—The Baptist Teacher 
with Dr. Pepper’s notes on the Lessons and Dr. Hen- 
son’s sprightly editorials is widely port: 

DR. . BOYKIN. in Aind Words.—We cheerfully 
recommend The Baptist Teacher. Itis cheap, sound, 
and excellent, and it is a Baptist periodical. 

THE TELEPHONE, W. Va.—There is no paper that 
we read with more interest than this excellent Sunday- 
school monthly. The editorials are always full of pith 
and point. he leading editorial of any number of 
this paper is richly worth the yearly subscription 
[AB mn Pe ve cents), and as a help to all engaged in the 

unday-school work it is invaluable. 

J. H. THOMPSON, Superintendent, Ottawa, Ont.: 
We treasure The Teacher beyond measure. 

J. A. CLEMENTS, Talbottom, Ga.: We are much 
pleased with The Teacher. 

T HUNT, Wickford, R. I.: The Baptist 

Teacher deserves a large circulation ; it is a paper that 

ought to be in the hands of every teacher—not one can 
ord to be without it. 


. . 


J. T. HARRIS, Winchester. Va., says: Your 
Teacher and Lessons have been a great advant tous. 
W. G. BURBANK, Pelican Lake, Minn.: | think 


The Baptist Teacher is one of the best papers in the 
United States for Sunday-school workers. Not only 
for the worker in the Sunday-school, buta help to 
ministers. 

J. L. GAMBLE, pastor M. E. Church, Deposit, N. 
Y., in ordering The Baptist Teacher for 1878, says: 
was a subscriber for this journal some years ago. It 
was then as goodas the best; and a specimen copy 
now shows me that it is invaluable stiil. 





American Baptist Publication Soeicty, 
B. Griffith, See’y. 1420 Chestnut St., Phila. 
76 East Ninth Street, New York; 
71 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
209 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 
oF THE 

By Henry Wilson, comprising 'Venite. Gloria in Ex- 
celsis, Benedictus (two settings), Deus, and Benedic 
Anima. The best Anthems ever published. 

| 19 BEAUTIFUL 


2 Tremont Temple, Bosion 
IN VARIOUS METRES, 


Selected from the Hymnal. The music composed and 
arranged by Joseph Mosenthal. Oblong quarto. Price, 


«GETZ 


NEW METHOD FOR THE 
PIANO-FORTE. 


Combines all the best features of every other work 
with much new and attractive matter. Is the newes 
and best method for the Piano-Forte ever published 
Price $2.75. 

SHEET MUSIC, PIANOS, ORGANS. 

Agents of the Boosey Cheap Music Publications. 

“ Everything in the Musical line.” 


WM. A. POND & CO., 547 Broadway, N. Y 





HAX? KNIT Zeph. Bootees, 35c. Black Shetland 
Shawls. 2 yd square, $2.00, Shetland’ Fascinators, 
all cols., shell stitched, 42 inches long, for head or 
neck, 75c. Knit Hoods, Leggins, or Mittens, 75c., by 





The above are the best Instruction Books for these 


instruments. Mailed on receipt of rrice. 

Send 15 cents for BRAINARD’S MUSICAL 
WORLD, containing over two dollars worth of 
new music. Only $1.50 per year with premium, 

Catalogue of Music and Books sent free. 

8. BRAINARD’S SONS, Pub’s, Cleveland, O. 
Branch House: 
WILLIAMS & MANSS, 
Cincinnati, O. 


Eastern Agents: 
WM. A. POND & CO., 
New York. 





A new S. S. Boox sy Dame Durpen. 


MABEL HOWARD. $1.25. 


Boston: D. Lothrop & Co., Publishers. 
All his ut- 


WHAT JESUS SAYS, 42hsu® 


co lated by topics, full index, large 12m, 400 pages, 
males, Oe for $1.50. Circular. Address 








50 Best Mixed Cards, with name, in case, 13c., or 25 
no 2 alike, 10c. Outfit 10c. Dowd & Co., Bristol, Ct. 





FRANK RUSSELL, Kalamazoo, Mich. — 
FOR vy vever, cond to B BR. NIVER, Albany, 


mail, from 
‘J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa 


Frank Leslie’s 
Sunday Magazine 


Conducted by DR. DEEMS, 
Of the Church of the Strangers, New York. 


The third volume of this, the cheapest and most 
attractive magazine tor Sunday read: ng in the world, 
commences with the January number. Each number 
conta ns 2s quarto pages. and usually as many engrav 
Ings as page © ineiaiiun roetvaite, scenes {fr m Scripture 
histery, travel in missionary lauds, and an endless 
variety of interesting subjects. The text consists 
wholly of the most interesting 


: matter, of a highly 
moral and religious tone, written with a view to com- 


bine amusement with valuable information and 
instruction. It includes serial stories, incidents of 
travel {desrriptions of Bible lands, ete., and affords an 
inexhaustible source of entertainment for the sunday 
fireside, NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSOCRILBF. 
The January number has a striking portrait of Dr. 
Deems. Terms $300 per year 


3 ’ or 2 cents a number. 
Address FRANK LESLIE'S PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
537 Pearl Street, New York. 





HARPER’S CATALOGUE FREE on applicatio 
enclosing 9 cents for postage. - - 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


AYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « = + $2.15 each. 


“ 15 to 29 = »=*e*s 190 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, + 1.65 “ 


(Which inclades 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents | 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now #2.15, the lowest price at | 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of | 
a year at yearly rates. | 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the ciub, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Suchaddi- 
tional subscriptions wo expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. Thenew subscribers | 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. — 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper | 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but alao the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars nave not access. It is 

ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tur ‘Times who are 
Pastors or Su; tendents (including in the latter 
Class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 

d for Tux Sunpay Scuoot Times, as given on the 
ellow address label on Tur Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - = § .60 
100 ” one year, - = a 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
see Copies, three months, - - 


one year. > » @@ 
Less than. copies at 


- La 


6.25 
25.00 
rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make Fn haem for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 
The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings, 
The Su ntendent’s Paper, one year, 8 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, . 1s. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 








| 
| 





AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


464, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 


UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAM 


MONE GENUINE UNLESS BEARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, | 


Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, asin theeut. 7 


IP COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
trial, and pay freight both waysif returned. Up- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 


ALLEGKR, BOWLBY & 00., Washington, . J. 
WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W. Jamzs Arrwoos, 


| steamer City of Norwich, 
| st amer City of New York, leaving daily, Sundays 


MARK TWAIN'S 


SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made, 
Each page is already 
gummed toreceive 
your scraps. 


med ny. —_ 40 —_ each, 
vewspaper Clippings, 14 atylea, 65c. to $4.60, 
Pictorial Sera Book, 8 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00, 

Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 

Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, l5e. and 20¢ 

Any of the ve books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express _ 
paid, r receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 
circular, 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & C6., 


Buiasx Boox Manvracrvrens, 
19 and 121 William Street.New York. 


New Publications. 


LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By Rev. 
D. O. Mears. With two steel portraits of Dr. Kirk, 
and views of Mount Vernon Church and the Ameri- 
can Chapel at Paris. Sm. 8vo. Cloth, $3. 

This book will have a larger reading than that of 
admiring friends. Dr. Kirk made his impress on the 
age in which he lived, and thousands in this and other 
lands will avail themselves of this opportunity to know 
more intimately rd who did so much for his fellow- 


men.... ly should it be found in all our Sab- 
bath School Libraries.—Cambridge Press. 


THE STORY OF CREATION. By 8S. M. Campbell, 

D.D, Illustrated. 12mo. Cloth, $1.75. 

From Rev. Dr. J. M. Manning, Old South Ch., Bos- 
ton: “Having taken it up, I kept to it till the whole 
was read. It ought to find multitudes of purchasers.” 
SLICES OF MOTHER GOOSE. By Alice Parkman. 

Lem ay oy by “Champ.” In envelope, 75 cents, 





*,* New and bright versions of fourteen of the most 
popular Mother Goose rhymes, with exquisite humor- 
ous illustrations in silhouette and otherwise. Text 
printed in red, on plate paper. ank 
ALL AROUND A PALETTE. Children’s Art Series, 

By Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney. Over a hundred illus- 

trations and striking cover designs, by “Champ.” 

Small 4to. Cloth. $1.50. 

THE CEDARS. More or Child Life. By Ellis Gray. 
Vol. IL. of the Long Ago Series. Illustrated. Sq. 
1émo. Cloth. $1.25. 

ONE HAPPY WINTER. By Mrs. 8S. 8S. Robbins, 
author of the“ Win and Wear Series.” Tilustrated. 
l6mo, Cloth, $1.25. 

*,*A young girl’s story of a winter in Florida. 
REAL BOYS AND GIRLS. By, Mary C. Bartlett. 

Illustrated. 16mo. Cloth. $1. ‘ 

At all Booksellers, or sent, postpaid, on receipt of 
price, by the Publishers. i 


LOCK WOOD, BROOKS & CO., Boston. 





NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 


City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


Cityof New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 
Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 p. m. 


Connecting with Express Trains at New London 
via New York and New England Railroad for 
Blackstone and Boston and via Worcester for 
Fitchburg, aver Junction. Lowell, Lawrence, 
Nashua, Manchester, Concord, etc. 

Express Train for Boston leaves New London 
at4 a. mM. 

PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
4a. mM. for Worcester and all points North, arriving 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.m ,and Bangor at 7.00 p.m. 

Accommodation Train leaves New London at 
5 a. ., for all stations on New London Northern, 


| Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, and 


New York and New England Railroads. 
FREIGHT. The new and capacious freight and 


| agp (iron) steamer Clty of Lawrence will run 
n 


connection with steamer City of Boston, and 
in connection with 
excepted. 

4&@- Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 
rates. 


For further information inquire ot 
W. H, TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, N. Y. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS. Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumbér, Wainscoting, Mould- 
oa. ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
ngs 





Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WA!.LING. 106 WALL STREET. New York. 


DR. WABNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads, Unequaled for beauty, 
style, and comfort. Approved by all 
physicians. sale by ing mer- 

ts. Samples, any size, by mail. 
In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 


Sant? 








CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genie TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE SELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted, 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vayoczey & Tit, 102 E. 24 St., Cincinnati, 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY 


Bell Founders, Troy, N.Y 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
___ 59 Mlnsizated Catalogues seus free, 





AGENTS WANTED. 


To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 
peermedia: for catalogue. R. Morris, Chicago, Il 


AGENTS WANTED FOR 


MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price | 
#2 50. i GOODSPEED & O0., New York or Gin. 
cinnati, O. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly an ~~ Larg- 
est Paper in the World, with eaamoth 
Chromos Free. Big Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. ©. ICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 











ae BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~9 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “Wrote Another Book” and it is ready. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 

Send for Territorv. Circulars, etc., at once. Address 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford Conn. 
Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill.; Newark, N. J. 








PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from = to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Illus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON ; 26 Union Sq., NEW YORK 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 


leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P, M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
an OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 4.15 





Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and | 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train. | 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 


1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 


| 134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baggage 


B45 


| collected and checked to destination by Mann's | 





Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 


REDUCTION IN PRICES OF 
ORGANS AND PIANOS, 
Organs—2 stops, $48: 6 stops, $60; 9 stops, $65; 
Pianos—7 octaves, $175; 7% ociaves, $190. Al! in- 
struments mew, and warrant-d for five | 
years. Sent on 5 te 15 days’ test triad, Unprecedented 
offer. Lilustrated catalogue and fuli particulars | 
free. Address 

CORNISH & CO., Washingten, N. J. 


| submit. 
| murmur to bis chastigements and bereave- 
| ments 
- | placed in our way that we ought to wrestle 
| with, 
| never to submit to it. 
| ties blocks up our path of duty, it 1s no 


WORTH REPEATING. 


UNSPOKEN WORDS. 
[By John Boyle O’ Reilly.] 


The kindly words that rise within the heart, 
And thrill it with their sympathetic tone, 
But die ere spoken, fail to play their part, 
And claim a merit tha* is not their own, 
The kindly word unspoken is a sin— 
A sin that wraps itself in purest gnise, 
And tells the heart that, doubting, looks within, 
That not in speech, but thought, the virtue lies 


| But ’tis not so; another heart may thirst 


For that kind word—as Hagar, in the wild— 
Poor banished Hagar, prayed a well might burst 

From out the sand, to save the parching child. 
And loving eyes, that cannot see the mind, 

Will watch the expected movement ot the lip; 
Ah! can ye let its cntting silence wind 

Around that heart and scathe it, like a whip? 


Unspoken words, like treasures in the mine, 
Are valueless until we give them birth; 

Like unfound gems their hidden beauties shine, 
Which God has made tu bless and gild the earth 

How sad ’twould be to see a master’s hand 
Strike glorious notes upon a voiceless lute; 

3nt, oh! what pain, when at God’s own command, 
A heartstring thrills with kindness, but is mute. 


| Then hide it not, the music of the soul— 


Dear sympathy, expressed with kindly voice ; 
But let it like « shining river roll 

To deserts dry, to hearts that would rejoice. 
Oh! let the symphony of kindly words 

Sonnd for the poor, the friendless and the weak, 
And Hewiil bless you, He whostruck these chords 

Wiil strike another when in turn you seek. 


THE FATHER’S RESPONSI- 
BILITY. 


[By the Rev. W. H. H. Murray, in The Golden Rule. ] 


Instead of saying that the church should 
be made a home, you should say the home 
should be made a church. Every father 
should be a priest, that is, a man well 
informed as to the nature of God, weil 
informed as to the way in which that nature 
goes out in legislation or love, and well 
informed as to the best way of applying 
that law to the consciences of his children, 
as the pastor, the minister, the priest of five 
hundred or more souls. What the pastor 
in the church edifice is to five hundred or 
one thousand, the father is to be to the 
five or ten in the rooms of his own dwell- 
ing; that is the sublimest mission the father 
or any man can have. 


In order to fit men for so difficult and at 
the same time so honorable a service, every 
man, who is a father, should become inter- 
ested in every habit of the community 
arougd about him, not through the entreaties 
of his wife, but from a conscientious con- 
viction of duty; a student of “od’s law, 
and of the way of applying that law to the 
enlightenment of children’s consciences, to 
the end that he may be a priest in his 
household. It is not a matter of choice 
or election, it is not a matter that you can 
waive aside or swing about, it is not a 
matter that you can accept or reject at your 
convenience or according as your religious 
predilection permits or compels. It is a 
matter of duty. 


It is not a question whether you are a 
professor of religion. What does God, in 
his eternal reckoning of your life, careabout 
your being a professor ornot? Are you not 
the father of that boy? Are you not one 
of the parents of that girl? Are you not 
head ot the household? What right have 
you to treat the position in which you 
are fixed by the holy relations of marriage 
and parentage—what right have you to 
treat it as though it was to be a matter to 
be voted up or down—to be accepted or 
rejected to suit the convenience and fashion 
of your city, or the fashion of your sect 
socially. No, no, that is not the way! 
careful and thoughtful men must discuss 
their dutv asbeforeGod The father should 
express the priestly orders to his children, 
and so should the mother. 


WHEN NOT TO SUBMIT. 


Cuyler, D.D., in The New York 
Evangelist. } 


[By Theodore L. 


There are many things ordered for us by 
our heavenly Father to which we ought to 
We ought to submit without a 


But there are certain other things 


If a temptation assails us, we are 
If a pile of difficul- 


time to talk about submission; then js the 
time for a stout faith to “remove the 
mountain ” or else to scale it with a leap 


To a state of things which ought to be 
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bettered, and which can be bettered, no 
Christian has a moral right to sit down 
before in silent submission. A parent whose 
children are yet unconverted has no busi- 
ness to be submissive to such an affliction. 
Neither has a pastor or a church any right 
to become reconciled to the terrible tact 
that the gospel has become powerless, and 
no souls are turned from death unto life, 
That Canaanitish mother would have sinned 
f she had gone home submissive under dis- 
couragement when Jesus seemed to be 
denying her reasonable requeat. And we 
sin grievously, my brethren, when we fold 
our hands and close our lips in the face of 
spiritual evils that it is in the power of 
rod to remove. 

God is a supreme and glorious Sovereign 
up on his great white throne. We are 
responsible free-agents down here on his 
footstool. As a sovereign he has com- 
manded us to pray—to continue in prayer, 
to pray without ceasing. He reserves to 
right to grant or to refuse the 
specific thing we pray tor. Itis our right 
to pray, and 1f is God’s right to bestow just 
such answers as his all-wise love may 
deem to be for the best. We would define 
faith to be that child-like temper of the 
soul which submits implicitly to every- 
thing which God orders, but never submits 
to what God can better. If we give up to 
discouragements when we ought to battle 
against them, or if we submit to the absence 
of spiritual blessings without an earnest 
endeavor, and a wrestling for them, then 
are we wretched clods who deserve to suffer 
the worst that can befall us. 


himself the 





WISE SAYINGS OF JEWISH 
SA G ES. 
{From “ The Chief Principles of the Jewish Religion.” } 


The path of duty in this world is the road 
to salvation in the next. 

Happy is he who fears God in the prime 
of life. 

Who is powerful? He who can control 
his passions. Who is rich? He who is 
contented with what he has, 

Charity is the salt of riches. 

Blessed be be who gives to the poor, albeit 
only a penny; doubly blessed he he who 
adds kind words to his gift. Say not, 
because thou canst not do everything, “I 
will do nothing.” 

Associate not with the wicked man, even 
if thou canst learn from him. 

He who denies his guilt doubles his guilt. 

This is the penalty of the liar: he is not 
believed when he tells the truth. 

It is asin to deceive thy fellow-man, be 
he Jew or Gentile. 

Be the first to hold out the hand of peace. 

Prayer without devotion is lke a body 
without a soul. 

[mprove thyself, then try to improve 

thers. 

Beautiful are the admonitions of him 
whose life accords with his teachings. 

The wicked, whilst alive, is lke dead; 
the —— after death is still alive. 


JUsT aT 


Sunshine of Song, 


A bright and sunny collection of New Songs, Ballads 
and Songs with Choruses, and with Piano or Reed 
Organ ace’t. A book quite American in character, 
with our own popular composers, and the class of songs 
that are the greatest favorites. 

Uniform in style, binding and price with the “ World 
of Song,” “Gems of English Song,” and others of the 
* Libre ary” series, and costs ‘Boards. ards, $2.50; Cloth, 
$3.00 Fine Gilt, $4.00, 





THE 


Cluster of Gems. 


ae is a valnable collection of pieces of a somewhat 
advanced character as to difficulty, and is suited to the 
tastes of advanced players. There are 239 pages Sheet 
Music size, and the pieces. which average about 5 pages 
each, are by Leybach, Spindler, Von Bulow, Lichner, 
Rubenstein, ASC ther, Oesten, and other celebrities. Unie 
form in style, price, and binding with the “Sunshine” 
described above, and with the 27 other books of the 
s y Series, 
5 Cloth, $3.00; Fine Gilt, $4.00. 

th ncipal music stores. Will also 
t free, to any address, for the retail price. 
hange m: ay be sent in postage stamps. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J: B. DITSON & CO, 
843 Broad: way 922 Chestnut Street, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


LATHES... wondll SAWS, 


with Jig and Circular Saw At- 
abananiet Too) Chests, with Best Tools; 
Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and Designs. 


Iee King, Ac- 
SKATES me, American 
§ Club, etc., etc. 


At Factory Prices. Cataloques Free. 


TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St., Phil 



































No. 160.—Front View. 


J. ESTEY & COMPA 








No. 160.—Back View. © 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


4 Be sure to send for full 
purchasing any other. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


GRHAT SUCOESS. 


descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated . sent b See. 





PHILADELPHIA, 1876 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
Chickering Hall, 
Fifth Ave., cor. 18th St., 


hand for reference, should use a binder. 





THE 


eas vue in all great contests, and for 

the past Fifty-Three Years 
the Acknowledged Standard of the World— 
being copied not only by the makers of this 
country, but of Europe—will be offered during 
the present conditions of trade at 


Creatly Reduced 
Prices. 


7 |: epemenel ,o were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLD’S FAIR in LON- 
DON, 1851: at the GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, 1867; at the 
INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION in 


All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms. 


W. H. DUTTON & SON, 


1301 Chestnut St., 
New York City. | 


_P. 8. —A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE bene with every Piano. 


Philadelphia. 





USE A BINDER. 


oem Aes. Ee. SE: 
Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Times in good condition, and have them at | 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain 
binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made 
expressly for The Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the 
binder week by week, thus keeping the file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, sore 610 Chestnut St., Phila. 








PER 2 CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or —— ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 

J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
3 Broadway, New York. 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka’ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rortnsow Bron & Co.. Boston. 














R The Sunday +. Times, Scholars” ae 
| terly and Weekly Leaves, send to D. R. 


oe . 





CROWELL’S : 
Sunday-School Libraries 








ong 1. 80 Vols. 18mo, $10 00. 
No.2 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 60. 
No.8. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 





The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for —_ yoome me any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, -schools about to 
increase their library will do $7 examine before 
perm ea their selection. Send for our complete 


ogue 
T. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY. NEW YORK. 








JUST ISSUED 


OLD TESTAMENT 


Wall Map of 
PALESTINE. 


ey. designed to illustrate the International 





Sunday-School Lessons from January 1 to July 1, 1878 
| Compiled from the oest authorities Showing every 
place in Palestine m ntione d in the Oid Testament 
the location of which is known, With an alphabetical 
reference list and a new and improved method of 
reference by which any place can be readily found. 
Size, 30 x 44 inch Printed on cloth. Handsomely 
| colored, PRICES, ONL’ \ 50, 
The above sent by mail upon receipt of price. 





| dress O. F. DA 








Published by FAIRBANKS & €O., 
46 Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 





ae 
CAE) LOGUE: 
SS 


Fifty pages—300 M[lustrations, with Descriptions of 
thousands of the best Fiowers and Vegetabies in the 
world, and the way to grow them—all for a 'Two-Cent 
postage stamp. Printed in German and English. 
Viek’s Flower and Vegetable Garden, 50 
cents in paper covers; in elegant cloth covers, $1.00, 
Viek's Illustrated Monthiy Magazine. °2 
pages, fine illustrations, and Colored Plate in every 
number. Price, $1.25 a year; Five copies for $5.00. 











Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 
<== To 
== 9 4 
cD. .M. ‘M.FERRY& Coos 
RS a ren ehy STRATED — = 
=an IPTH Pr icEP- << 







TRADE Mark 


plate, 500 engravings, 

about 150 pages, and full descriptions, 

prices and directions for planting over 1200 
Varieties of Vegetable and Flower Seeds, Pla t 
3, nts, os, F 

Invaluable to all. Sendforit, Address Roce, ite, 


D. M. FERRY & CO., Detroit, Mich, 








Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and al) 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE 
WILSON & MILLER, Phils adelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the ce lebrated Florence 
Oil Steves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for cireutar. 


1825. 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, - - Assets, $1,655,7 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 

JOHN L. T HOMSON, Ass't Secretary. 





TO ADVERTISERS! 2223 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


AYER & & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVE RTISE RS. 150 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any w Gives the names 













ot several thousand 

Canada, and 

an advyerti ~ 
m. Alli 


circulation, 
spapers ir 

ns more inft 

can be found 

ive bee nm careiul 

prices have been 

n amerou s and ur 







i i practic able 
Le hen va os offers ore 
2 omgans ous. 3e sure 
1d for it bef 1 y in new 
adverti A N. Ww 
At VERTISING AGENTS, Times Buil 








paper 
& SON, 


d ng. Philadeiphia. 


&° 
3 





AND 
OF. 
YOUR OWN 


Now js the time to secure it. Only FI DO 
LARS for an Acre of the BEST {and in Americ a. 


2;000.000 ACRES 









in Easte rn Nebraska now for sale. YEARS’ 
EDI" CoN; INTER EST ONLY Oxx 
cR CENT. Full information sent free. Ad- 


VIS, Land Agent U. P. R. RB. 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA. st 5 





Keepsent Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops natriine 
BROWNES No Mouldings. Ni o Waste. ANY Ong CAN arPir 


iT. Costs less than one-halfof any other kind, an! 
EXIBLE h halfof kind 

shetter Sample packs age 25 feet 7 5 cts., post pai 
WEATHER Best sellin art canvassers, male or fenal 
PRM SEME Address FLEXIBLE WF ATH R STRIP CO., 
ST RLRA P. O. Box 294 17 De , New York. 


cs mthly for Learner 1 PRINTING, 
SCROLL SA VING. Sorrento Work. Ei 
{ \ 4 W . and other 

useft decorative ; nder 


HAWKES HAWKE 


PEN 
















GOLD QUILi 
Send stamp for cir 
Pens repaired, Kw. 





cuiars, 
66 Nassau ot 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATSHS., 
Mailed free. 
New Vorr 


fen cents percopy 
Address M. E., Box 53, Kinderhook 





OR Primary Tes rs’ Monthly and Pictorial 
Primary 1 iitlninngs Leaves, se nd to D. R. NIVER, 
Albany, N. Y. 
5 MIXED CARDS, with name, for Ic. and 
stlaimp. i + outtt, le 
ATWATEHER RROS., Forest 


Sacramental Sabbaths. 














80 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


{February 2, 1878 








A Liberal and Sparkling Number. 


TIARPER’s MonTHLyY is the American Magazine 
alike in Jiterature and in art.—Daily Evening Traveler 
Boston. 

HARPER's MAGAziIne is properly called the king of 
Monthiies.—Court Journal, London. 


HARPER'S 
NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


FOR FEBRUARY. 


SERIALS.— 
The opening chapters of William Black's new Novel, 
MACLEOD OF DABE, 


with an Illustration by the celebrated artist Pettie ; 
The first installment of 


—_——_- NEW —_— 


THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE, 
Thomas Hardy's new Novel, Llustrated. 


—-Strong Short Stories.—— 


A complete Novelette, by Mrs. R. B. Latimer, entitled 
“PUNISHED ENOUGH,” 
with Two spirited Illustrations by Abbey; 
And an exceedingly entertaining and piquant story— 
“ NOBODY’S BUSINESS,” 
by Horace E. Scudder. 


-Adventure.-—-————- 


The opening article of this number is a picturesque 
description of American life and scenery, by William 
H. Rideing, entitled 

ALONG OUR JERSEY SHORE, 
with Twenty-four beautiful and characteristic Ilus- 
trations. 


Art and Artists.—— 


The Number contains two articles on Art subjects: 
A paper by Helen 8S. Conant on 
JOSEPH MALLORD WILLIAM TURNER, 
with ascore of Illustrations engraved after Turner's 
most famous paintings, including the “Slave-ship,” 
never before engraved; and 
A PAINTER ON PAINTING, 

an exceedingly interesting report of atalk on Art by 
the celebrated landscape painter George Inness, 





—_——-—-Poetry. 


A touching domestic poem by A—— F—, entitled 
A RETURN, 
with an admirable Illustration by Abbey. 


——Leaves from History.——— 


* Asis usual in Harper's Magazine, a large propor. 
tion of space is given to subjects of general literary and 
historical interest—including 

A characteristic chapter of Italian history contrib- 
uted by O. M. Spencer, 

THE FIESCHI CONSPIRACY, 

with spirited Illustrations ; 

A stirring narrative by J. W. De Forest of the 
TURKISH WARS WITH THE HOSPITALLERS, 


or the Sieges of Rhodes and Malta, 


—-Old English Custom. —— 
M. D. Conway contributes, under the title of 
THE DUNMOW FLITCH, 1877, 
an entertaining description of the revival, last year, 


at Dunmow, of the ancient custom of presenting a 
flitch of bacon as a reward of marital fidelity. 


——_—-Home Charities.-——— 


& An important and timely paper, entitled 

A GLIMPSE AT SOME OF OUR CHARITIES 
(to be concluded in the March Number), is both a 
statement of results and a study of methods,, 


Editorial Departments, 


Five Editorial Departments conclude a Number of 
unusual variety, beauty, and interest, 


NOTE. 


HARPER'S MAGAZINE contains more matter than 
any other American periodical ; and its Immense and 
constantly increasing circulation—equal to the com- 
bined circulation of all other American Monthblies of 
its class—enables its publishers to maintain and steadily 
advance its position, as to the quality of its literary 
and artistic contents, beyond the reach of competition 
or imitation. There has been no year since 1870 when 
its circulation has not been larger than during any 
year of the previous decade, 


HARPER'S PERIODICALS 


FOR 1878. 


HARPER'S MAGAZINE 
HAAPER'’S WEEKLY, 
HARPER'S BAZAR ‘ 
The THREE publications, one year 
Any TWO, one year 

SUX Subscriptions, one year 

Addres 


HARPER & BROTHERS, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


. One Year. 





2 = NEW YEAR CARDS, with name 20c, 
OD Mixed 10c. Geo. L Reed & Co. Nassau, HX. 





aT oe 


VVANAMAKER’S 


thn Malual Life Insurance Company of New Yok, Gra2d=Depot. 


F. S. WINSTON, President, 


For the Year ending December 31st, 1877. 





Annuity Account. 


TWENTY STORES IN ONE, 
All on one Grand Floor. 


Se THE STOCK IS IMMENSE,~G 


And the prices are Lower than anywhere else, 





to.) ANN. Pay’rs. 
Annuities in force, Jan. 1, 1877 $25,900.61 


Annuities in force, Jan. 1, 1878 
Premium Annuities 


Premium Annuities.-....._. 
Terminated 


$34,827.46 





~ Imsurance J Account. pal i? 








AMOUNT. 


$301,278,037 
26,951,815 


$32,229,852 


AMOUNT. 


$294,488,311 
33,741,541 


Policies in force, Jan. 1, 1877... 


Policies in force, Jan. 1, 1878 
Risks Assumed 


Terminated 





$328 ,229,852 





100,619 
Dr. Revenue Account. Cr. 


To Balance from last account $79,526,900.87 1) By paid Death Claims and Endowments 
* Premiums received - 14,030,153.41 (matured and discounted)... .$6,109,532.85 
“ Interest and Rents.............------- . 4,882,307.32 ae ey TE ; 31,979.59 
$ Dividends ane 3,568, 161.57 
aga * Surrendered Policies and Addi- 
- 4,239,426.47 
Commissions (pay me nt of ¢ urre nt 
and extinguishment of future) 
Contingent Guarantee Account 

and T S. 


603, 2 





| 
$98, 439,361.60 | se 31.60 


people. 
Bre 


* Of this the sum of $164,235.64 was paid to the different States that levy taxes upon the premiums of their 





Balance Shect. o.| 


To Reserve at*four per cent 
“ Claims by Death, not yet due 
“ Premiums paid in advanee. 
“ Surplus and Guarantee Fund.. 


$80,057, 941. 00 
486 ,787.00 
217 561.00 

4,271 ,029.20 


) By Mortgages o on n Real Este ate. 
* United States and other Stocks 


- 16,909,611.17 
- Real Estate 0385.65 


pan, 
1,701,622.87 | 

ed) ... 67,969.92 
= cena accrue 


“Premiums deferre 
bere ge 











$85,033,318.20 euhene,ana.30 
pene ae] — - 


NOTE.—Ifthe New York Standard of four and a half per cent. Interest be used, the Surplus is #10,669,543.65 


From the Surplus, as appears in the -: ance Sheet, a Dividend will be apportioned t . 
shall be in force at its anniversary in 1878. - a 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


FREDERICK S. WINSTON,) Henry A. SuyTHE, Henry E. Davres 
RORERT H. McCourpy, Wiiuram E. Dopes, RICHARD A. McCurpy, 
WA£LLIAM BETTS, Grorae S. Cor, FRANCIS SKIDDY, 
SAMUEL M. CORNELL, WiLtiaM M. VERMILYE,| James C. HoLpEN, 
SaMUEL E, SPROULLS, JouNn E. DEVELIN, HERMAN C. VON Post, 
Luctrus RoBINSON, MARTIN BaTRs, GrorGcE C. RICHARDSON, 
WILiiam H. Saeeaes, WILLIAM A. Harness, ALEXANDER H. Rice. 
SAMUEL D. Bascoc | Seymour L. HusteEp, | WinttaM F. BaBcock, 
WILLIAM SMITH BRown, ' OLIves H. PALMER, | ¥. RATCHFORD STARR, \ 


VANUXEM, BATES & LAMBERT, 
General Agents for Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
COMPANY’S BUILDING, 
N. W. CORNER TENTH AND CHESTNUT STREETS, FRILADELPHIA. 


FRFDERICK H. Cossirr, 
L¥Fwis May 

OLIV+R HARRIMAN, 

| THOMAS DICKsoNn, 

HENRY W. SMITH, 

| JOHN H. SHER WOeD 

| Earsto P. FaRsri, 
GsoORGE H. ANDREWS, 








. pad every one in the country may have an oppor- 
tunity to try Croft, Wilbur, & Co.’s famous Choco- 


late Caramels, the manufacturers will send them by 
mail to any one desiring them. They are put up in 
one-fourth pound boxes, and will be sent, postage 
paid, for twenty cents a box. By this plan any one can 
receive them in good shape, whether living in Maine, 


Florida, California, or Canada. Address, 





CROFT. WILBUR, & CO.. 1226 Market St.. Philadelphia. Pa. 





LEISURE HOURS is the 

ily iverary Re per, (size of Harper’s 

Weekly,) filled with the best sto- 

ries, sketches, poetry, ete., written 

ublish- 

ing a paper designed \o fill a place 

homes, we are not unmindful 

of. Mad tacit obligation resting upon us to furnish reading matter, good as weil as varied in its character, 

well as interesting; while 

pe A and all are vepmeteg eg all carefully chosen, both to form and to satisfy a correct taste. That every 

reader of this notice may be induced to send for a ‘three months’ trial of LEISURE HOURS, the pub- 

with the charming story entitled “ Holden with the Cords,”) for fifteen cents, (stamps taken); and also to give 

every one a pair of beautiful EASTER CROSS CHRO worthy to adorn any home. 

Every subscriber receives a handsome illustrated catalogue, with prices of 1,000 articles, which every person 
“~eeds, for amusement, recreation and home adornment. $1,500 in prizes given free to agents. 


y aes eee eer ween WO ee 
| name 7 a eee 16-page fam- 
] by the ablest authors. In 

and win a welcome in American 

some of its contents are strictly moral, none are coarse or sensa- 

rs, Patten & Ce, 162 William St., New York, offer to send the paper three months, (commenc ing 

All who send for this 3 months’ subscription are guaranteed double value of money sent. 
“ll LEISURE HOURS, price seven cents. State where you saw this advertisement. 


Newsdealers 


~ 








| The Best Help 


FOR TEACHERS AND SUPERINTEND- 
ENTS. 


STRATIONS 
OF THE 

RNA TIONAL 
LESSONS OF ’78. 


ie 


First and second quarters in flexible cloth 
160 pages, only 50 cts. Address, 


FAIRBANKS & CO., Publishers, 
4 (¥ichka't. Qlape 


202.16 


| perene Depot, 13th Sé, 


1,438,647.92 | 











| 


| secular, child can manipulate, 
| strict in melody, 





SILKS, 
DRESSGOODS, ; and everything that a lady wants. 
SHAWLS, } 





LACES, 
GLOVES, 
SHOES, 


| and everyth ng that a young lady wants 
HATS, | 





CLOTHING, and everything that a gent!eman wants 


BOOTS, 
SUITS, | 
SHIRTS, and everything that a boy wants. 
RUBBERS, | 

‘KETS 
Sena g | and everything wanted for the house- 
porn ota hold. 
curtains, |" 
Correspondence freely invited from 


— outoftown, Samples promptiysent —— 
—- by mail. —_— 














The opening of 1878 opens many new features in thé 
business at the Grand Depot, the principal of which 
is a GREAT REDUC CTION in the price of every 


os _ JOHN WANAMAKER, 


Philadelphia. 


LANGK ON CHRONICLES 


The Best Commentary 


FOR THE USE OF 


Sunday-School Teachers 


ENGAGED ON THE 


UNIFORM SERIES OF S. 8S. LESSONS. 





THE VOLUME OF 


LANGE'S COMMENTARY 


oN 
CHRONICLES, 
EZRA, 


1 vol., Royal 8vo, cloth 


NEHEMIAH, 
and ESTHER. 
$5 





Will be sent, post or express paid, on re- 
ceipt of the price, by the Publishers, 


SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG & CO., 
743 and 745 Broadway, New York 


DRY GOODS 


BY MAIL OR EXPRESS, 


Sent to u:v address in any part of the United States by 


JORDAN, MARSH & CO. 


of Boston, Mass., 





the largest Dry Goods House in New 
Engiand. By dealing with this house the people in 
the towns of the Middle, Western, and Southern 
States can get the benefit of the lowest retail prices 
quoted in Boston or New York. An elegant CATA- 
OGUE, with full description of the goods and prices, 
wi 1 be sent free to any addresson application. People 
who desire to purchase hosiery, gloves, millinery, 
ladies’ underwear, infants’ clothing, boys’ clothing, 
housekeeping goods, ribbons, handkerchiefs, collars, 
cuffs, laces, fringes, embroids ry, woolens, dress goods, 
silks, shawls, furs, cloaks, suits, etc ,etc., and wish to 
save money and get the advantage of ‘selection from an 
immense stock, should send for this CATALOGUE. 


Address JORDAN, MARSH &CO., Boston, Mass., U.S.A. 





BEST GOODS AT LOWEST PRICES 


M Ne | C LANTERNS 


AND VIEWS 
Illus. Catalogues & Lectures. 3 Books, zuc. 
CrrcuLars FrRes. Outrits WanTED. 
MAGIC MUSIOAL —"* THEO. J. HA RBA cH, 
Everyone a Mi 809 Filbert St., Philad’a, Pa. 


MAGIC WISICAL CABINET. 


The Greatest Masical Invention 
of the Age! 


THIS NEW AND WONDERFUL INSTRUMENT, 
enables any one to play any desired melwedy,. sacred or 
execution is faultiess, 
harmony, etc., suitable for Sunday- 
| Wwherev Societies, Lodges, Home use, ete. In fact, 
| wherever good music is required. Please send for 


TERNS WS 


Valid 
EN NTS 
Ree SUNDAY Setgokh hoes treet PRICES 
Ripa LBRO -T. 


: AN. 
Saae FORLon Te Oe VED RRR STRAALADA 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 





